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President’s Message 

By Carroll Oates 

“Forward, March” How many times do you think you 

heard that order during your military career? Although 

it does not mean the month of March they both repre-

sent some progress. Here we are in the third month of 

the year, a quarter of the way into 2022 and I do be-

lieve we are entering better times. We hit bottom and 

are on the way up. 

Although some of us may face a few challenges 

ahead, I for one feel positive. In March of 1943 the 

American Army needed something positive and 137 of 

their fighter bombers found the Japanese Fleet at the 

Battle of Bismarck in the Pacific Ocean. The enemy 

was transporting reinforcements to their army in New 

Guinea, but our planes destroyed them and 3,500 re-

placements died. My uncle Paul was with the Ameri-

can army on New Guinea and this may have made life 

a little easier for him. 

There were a few days of March in our history that 

were not as positive however. On March 5, 1770 the 

Boston Massacre occurred and the kindling was lit on 

the American Revolution. And on March 6, 1836 the 

Alamo finally fell to the Mexican Army. America 

eventually recovered pretty well from those two 

March problems and if you have ever seen the real 

Alamo in San Antonio you know its walls were only a 

few feet high, unlike the movie depiction. 

We have some great speakers this month and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in April. Our MOAA unit really does things first class 

and many times I have been told this by our members 

and friends of IRC-MOAA. We will strive to continue 

at this level even if we may encounter a few road 

bumps. 

Speaking of road bumps, I would be remiss if I didn’t 

mention that on March 16, 1968, the My Lai Massacre 

occurred in Vietnam. Those of us who served at that 

time know we felt disappointed in that tragedy. We 

knew we were better than that but we also understood 

the pressure the War and the World put us under. 

Some 25 years later a rebuilt American Army finished 

what some of us began in 1990 and 1991 during the 

Persian Gulf War and on March 17, 1993 invaded Iraq 

and eventually brought that dictator to justice. 

So, IRC-MOAA continues strong and supportive. 

Don’t miss our fundraiser March 12th at the Elks Club 

where we are raising money for the Gold Star Fami-

lies. We will continue our meetings through May then 

take a break until September. We are planning another 

great boat ride like last year probably late July or early 

August so keep an eye out for that and join us. 

One more March historically important memory: On 

March 23, 1775 Patrick Henry gave his rally speech to 

an early version of a MOAA unit called Congress. 

They were facing some pretty tough opposition, but 

followed the order “Forward March” and eventually 

succeeded. He chose his words wisely and said: “I 

know not what course others may take, but as for me, 

give me liberty or give me death.” Couldn’t be more 

clear and my sentiments exactly. So, carry on my fel-

low Officers and continue to serve. Forward March! 

Carroll 
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GUEST SPEAKER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge Nicole Menz 

MOAA Luncheon Speaker  

March 18, 2022 

 

County Judge Nicole P. Menz, Florida 19th Judicial 
Circuit, presides over 50% of Indian River County 
court cases, and hears all cases before the Mental 
Health and Veteran’s Courts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally from Minnesota, she graduated with honors 
in 1990 from Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
MN.  She received her law degree in 1994 from Val-
paraiso University School of Law in IN and moved to 
Vero Beach, Florida.   

Judge Menz began working as an Assistant State At-
torney in Vero Beach on March 1, 1995.  After nearly 
9 years as a prosecutor, she entered private practice, 
opening the law office of Menz & Battista. Her firm 
practiced in the areas of family law, dependency, 
adoption and criminal defense. She took the bench as 
a judge in 2019.   

Judge Menz will outline the objectives and process of 
the Veteran’s Court and share stories of how the court 
aids our local veterans to deal with veteran related is-
sues, which may have contributed to their commission 
of a crime and avoid the lifetime stigma of a convic-
tion and possible jail sentence. 

The Buccaneer 
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2021 OFFICERS AND BOARD 

OFFICERS 

President  

LTC Carroll Oates                 954-494-874 

Membership Chair 

1st Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat                    703-304-4935 

2nd Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat  (Acting)     703-304-4935 

Program Chair 

Secretary  

LtCol Jay Torres                     540-850-5113 

Legislative Affairs 

CPT Robert Scheppy              772-925-1117 

Treasurer  

Capt William Duffy               772-532-6523 

Chaplain  

CH (MAJ) Javon Seaborn      804-304-1405 

Immediate Past President  

LTC Bob Albrecht                  772-257-6678 

Editor  

CPT Robert Scheppy              772- 925-1117 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Col Carlos Halcomb                 772-696-0094 

COL Darryle “Sam” Kouns     772-978-6543 

Col Martin Zickert                   772-633-6298 

Lt Col Santo (JIM) Rannazzisi 703-303-2672 

CPT Robert Scheppy               772-925-1117 

Rayma Murray                         772-231-1935 

Capt C. C. (Tad) Woodhull      772-532-6991 

Public Relations 

COL Mike Di Scipio                772-217-8112 

MAJ Terry Treat                      703-304-4935 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

Do you know someone who is a retired or former mili-
tary officer or widowed spouse of an officer, but not a 
member of our chapter or MOAA? If so, ask them to 
join and contact Carroll Oates at 954-494-8742. 

______________ 

Ben Evans (AKA Doughboy) has received his offi-
cial appointment to the USMA at West Point and will 
be a member of the Class of 2026. To all of our mem-
bers who worked with Ben during the past year, we 
Thank You. This may be one of IRC-MOAA's greatest 
accomplishments. 

Secretary’s Report 

Jay Torres 

Our annual campaign to collect dues continues to 
make progress.  To date, over 70% of our regular 
members and Surviving Spouses have paid their annu-
al dues.  We'll continue our efforts to corral our strag-
glers.   

 

Treasurer’s Report for January 2022 

Bill Duffy 

The Chapter started the month with a balance of 
$16,460.94. We processed a payment of $1,500 for 
repairs to the WW I Monument. We collected Dues, 
Donations, and Lunch Meeting payments of $1,450. 
We paid $967.82 for the January Luncheon meeting to 
Vero Yacht Club. We closed the month with a balance 
of $15,557.12. 

 

 

 

 

    The Buccaneer 
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Gallant Initiative 

Vietnam 1965 

On December 18th, 1965, during Operation Harvest 
Moon in Vietnam, Lt. Harvey C. Barnum Jr. and his 
company were pinned down by a hail of enemy fire 
and separated from their battalion by more than 500 
meters of open and fire-swept ground. With disregard 
for his own safety, Lt. Barnum began exposing himself 
to fire to seek targets for his artillery. 

Lt. Barnum found the rifle company commander mor-
tally wounded and the radio operator killed in action. 
He proceeded to give aid to his dying commander and 
assumed command of the rifle company after remov-
ing the radio from the operator. 

He moved into the midst of heavy fire, rallying and 
encouraging his Marines, and preparing to attack the 
enemy positions. With two armed helicopters, he 
moved fearlessly through enemy fire to control the air 
attacks against the enemy. His successful counterat-
tack claimed key enemy positions, and the helicopters 
were able to land to remove the dead and wounded. 

His swift decisions and gallant initiative earned him 
the Medal of Honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of his actions, Lt. Barnum was serving as a 
Forward Observer for Artillery attached to 3rd 
MARDIV. Lt. Barnum retired from the Marine Corps 
at the rank of Colonel in 1989 after 27 years of ser-
vice. He served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Reserve Affairs from 2001 to 2009. 

The keel for the US Navy Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer named in his honor was laid in 2021. 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In Florida, we are changing the narrative of mental 
health – especially when it comes to preventing sui-
cide among service members, Veterans, and their fam-
ilies. From Florida’s 21 military bases to our 1.5 mil-
lion Veterans, the Governor’s Challenge supports 
efforts to use evidence-based practices to prevent sui-
cide among our service members, Veterans, and their 
families.  In order to succeed, we need individuals, 
organizations, and entire communities to join us in 
accepting this challenge to reduce the Veteran suicide 
rate because we know Veterans are the strength of our 
nation.” 

floridavets.org/governors-challenge 

______________ 

553 Florida veterans died of suicide in 2019 

There are several factors contributing to the 
“epidemic” of suicide, including mental health chal-
lenges, traumatic brain injuries, and chronic pain diag-
noses. A total of 553 Florida veterans died of suicide 
in 2019, according to the VA. 

Some veterans have reported difficulty in transitioning 
to civilian employment, as their skills obtained in mili-
tary service may not translate to higher-level civilian 
jobs, and the resulting economic disparities, unem-
ployment, poverty, and homelessness among veterans 
are shown to be risk factors for veteran suicide. 

_______________ 

State Bill 0302 Recognizing Veteran Suicide urges 
Congress to recognize the epidemic of suicides among 
veterans and fully fund suicide prevention efforts by 
the U.S Department of Veterans Affairs. 

_________________ 

For 24-hour counsel, call the National Veteran Cri-
sis Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. You are NOT alone!  

Veterans in Florida, call the Florida Veterans Sup-
port Line at 1-844-MyFLVet (693-5838) or 2-1-1. 

_________________ 
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The FLORIDA VETERANS BENEFIT GUIDE 
2022 is now online. 

FDVA-Benefits-Guide.pdf (floridavets.org) 
_______ 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

A chapter must be politically nonpartisan.  However, a 
legislative committee can and should make a deliber-
ate effort to inform its membership of candidates' po-
sitions. 

———————— 

THE BUCCANEER 

The Indian River Chapter Newsletter, The Buccaneer, 
is published, except for June, July and August, by the 
Indian River Chapter FL36 of the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA) Inc., P.O. Box 
644047, Vero Beach, Florida 32964-4047. Web page 
www.ircmoaa.org.  

The chapter is an IRS 501(C) (19) non-profit, tax-
exempt organization affiliated with National MOAA 
and the Florida Council of Chapters, MOAA, but not 
associated with the Department of Defense.  

The chapter is non-partisan and the contents of the In-
dian River Chapter News are the opinions of the au-
thors and are not necessarily those of the National 
MOAA, Florida Council of Chapters, the Indian River 
Chapter FL36, or the DOD. 

A Neil 

Diamond 

Tribute

Saturday, March 12th, 2022

A Benefit Concert To Support

The American Gold Star 

Mothers of IRC

The Vero Beach Elks Lodge

1350 26th St

Doors Open 6 pm      Show 7 to 9 pm

Sponsored by

Admission $25 per person
Ticket Purchasing Information 

On next page
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OUR VETERANS SERVICE PARTNERS 

Veterans Council of Indian River County 

By Terry Treat 

 

Our MOAA Chapter is one of 25 local veterans ser-
vice organizations affiliated with the Veterans Coun-
cil: The American Legion, VFW, Vero Beach Vets, 
Vietnam Vets, Disabled Vets, Marine Corps League, 
Navy League, the Seal Museum, to name a few.  

The Veterans Council coordinates our efforts and re-
sources to optimize our combined impact on the 
15,000-veteran population of Indian River County.  

Many of our chapter members fill active leadership 
roles in the Veterans Council, serving as board mem-
bers, Council officers, and directors of Council pro-
grams.   

Our Chapter also provides uniformed retired officers 
to present awards at local Junior ROTC units. To learn 
more about services provided by the Vets Council, go 
to their website at  www.veteranscouncilirc.org and 
select “SERVICES.” A vet can initiate an inquiry right 
on the website by selecting “CONTACT.”  Or call the 
Council at 772-410-5820.  
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IRC-MOAA ISSUES A CHECK FOR $2,000 

By Carroll Oates 

On February 2nd, 2022 IRC-MOAA presented a 
$2,000 check to the Veterans Council for the annual 
IRSC Scholarship Fund. 

 

L to R: IRC-MOAA 1st VP Terry Treat, IRC Vet-
erans Council Chairman Dave Newhart and IRC-
MOAA President Carroll Oates 

_____________ 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Chaplain (MAJ) Javon Seaborn  
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MARCH CHAPTER LUNCHEON REGISTRATION 

IRC-MOAA Luncheon, Friday March 18, 2022 

Vero Beach Yacht Club, 11:30 AM 

 

Our speaker is County Judge Nicole Metz of Vero Beach. Judge Menz, Florida 19th Judicial Circuit, presides 
over 50% of IRC court cases, and hears all cases before the Mental Health and Veteran’s Courts.  

She will outline the objectives and process of the Veteran’s Court and share stories of how the court aids our 
local veterans to deal with veteran related issues which may have contributed to their commission of a crime 
and avoid the lifetime stigma of a conviction and possible jail sentence. This is a significant service to our vet-
erans in trouble, and worthy of your attention and support. Come to the luncheon and learn about it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Tear Line  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - 

Send reservations and payment by 5:00 PM 

Friday March 11, 2022 

Name  _____________________ 

MENU CHOICES AT $22 PER PERSON: 

Poached Salmon w/dill sauce w/rice _______________ 

 

Beef Bourguignon over noodles        _______________ 

 

Chef Salad                                           ________________ 

 

Select your meal(s).  Mail the check payable to IRC-MOAA. Mail it in by March 11. Bill Duffy collects 
the checks. 

Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  To purchase your tickets on-line go to: 

             Tickets.ircmoaa.org 

 

2.  To purchase by check fill in below and mail: 

----------------------------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------------- 

Name:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

  Total Number of Tickets:       _____________________ 

  Total Cost ($25 x Ticket No)  _____________________ 

 

If possible, please seat me with                _____________________ 

Make your check payable to: IRC-MOAA 

Mail by February 28 to: 

Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 


