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Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 

——————- 

President’s Message     

By Carroll Oates                                              

Happy New Year. I’m hoping this year has more 
“New” and “Happy” involved. We need to get back to 
the good old America we all grew up in. I do think we 
are going to experience some wonderful things. I 
know that our IRC-MOAA Chapter is on a high-speed 
track to maintaining its five-star level of excellence 
rating and all of you are a big part of our success.  

Early this month, several of our Officers will be at-
tending the MOAA leadership Conference in Orlando 
on 7 and 8 January. I expect we will be picking up a 
few rewards for our missions and accomplishments. In 
the past year, we were visited three times by Officers 
from the MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (our 
next higher HQ) and at the January 21 General Meet-
ing our guest speaker will be Erin Stone CAPT. USN 
(Ret) and board member of National MOAA from 
Washington DC. She will brief us on National 
MOAA’s efforts and accomplishments. We are hon-
ored to have her and only a few MOAA Chapters get 
such an honor each year. We are playing in the big 
league and doing well. 

We have a lot coming up. First, I am very proud to 
announce that Ben Evans, accomplished senior at St. 
Edwards and aspiring Army Officer whom we have 
been mentoring for the past year has been nominated 
by Senator Rick Scott and Congressman Bill Posey for 
selection to West Point. There are still a few hurdles 
he has to go over but I am proud of our five IRC-
MOAA Officers who spent time working with Ben 
during the past year. Ben was our uniformed “Dough 
Boy” at the Veterans Day event on Nov. 11, 2021. If 
all goes well, he will be our first Cadet IRC-MOAA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

member soon. Several of us believe that this is per-
haps our best accomplishment ever. 

February will bring the annual IRC Veterans picnic 
and there are plans for another “Night at the Races” 
along with the IRC Veterans Council. 

And on March 12th IRC MOAA has organized a fund-
raiser for the IRC-Gold Star Mothers. This will be 
held at the Elks Club and will feature a Neil Diamond 
impersonator. Should be a fun time for a great cause. 
We have already obtained many Corporate Sponsors. 

June brings an opportunity for many of our members 
to take part in the MOAA Annual Conference, held 
this year at the West Palm Beach Marriott June 9 thru 
12. Because of its close distance, members could 
choose to attend several of the classes and events 
without the need to take a hotel room.  

We hope to have a bigger and better annual River 
Cruise sometime in June. Last year about 40 members 
joined in the cruise from Capt. Hiram’s in Sebastian 
up the intracoastal waterway and then up the Sebastian 
River. A beautiful day and ride with plenty to see plus 
refreshments. 

It will be an exciting year for sure and we will contin-
ue to work supporting our veterans, promoting Ameri-
canism, donating to support all Indian River patriotic 
projects, getting the World War 2 Tribute on Sanctu-
ary Island planned and started and, as always, continu-
ing to serve. I look forward to spending time with all 
of you members as we remain proud of our service to 
this great country. Strong again in the land of the free 
and the brave. Have a great New Year. 

 

Carroll 
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Indian River Chapter 

Since 1983 
———————— 

OUR SPEAKER FOR JANUARY 21, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capt. Erin E. Stone JAGC, USN (Ret) 

MOAA Senior Director, Council and Chapter  

Affairs 

Born and raised in Lockport, Ill., Capt. Erin E. Stone 
JAGC, USN (Ret), earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics (Operations Analysis) from the U.S. Na-
val Academy. A member of the Virginia Bar, she re-
ceived her Juris Doctor from the Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center and her Master of Laws in Litigation 
and Dispute Resolution from the George Washington 
University. 

Stone retired from the Navy’s Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps in 2017. Over the course of her Navy ca-
reer, she played a central role in the development, im-
plementation, and execution of strategic plans and pol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

icy; oversaw worldwide provision of criminal defense 
and legal aid services for service members and their 
families; and personally defended countless military 
members in criminal cases and administrative hear-
ings.  

Stone joined the MOAA team in January 2018 serving 
as Program Director first for Engagement and then for 
Council & Chapter Affairs. Currently, as Senior Di-
rector for Council and Chapter Affairs, she develops 
strategy and builds relationships to maintain a nation-
wide affiliate system which supports MOAA’s goal to 
achieve and sustain maximum influence in shaping 
relevant government policy.  

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 

• Initiated, built, and nurtured relationships which 
furthered organizational objectives through in-
creased membership and improved programming 

• Assisted hundreds of service members, veterans, 
and military spouses with career transition and ad-
vancement through individual career counseling 
and delivery of large scale briefings, articles and 
social media posts 

• Synchronized national, state, and local legislative 
efforts to increase brand awareness and effective-
ness of advocacy 

______________ 
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2021 OFFICERS AND BOARD 

OFFICERS 

President  

LTC Carroll Oates                 954-494-874 

Membership Chair 

1st Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat                    703-304-4935 

2nd Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat  (Acting)     703-304-4935 

Program Chair 

Secretary  

LtCol Jay Torres                     540-850-5113 

Legislative Affairs 

CPT Robert Scheppy              772-925-1117 

Treasurer  

Capt William Duffy               772-532-6523 

Chaplain  

CH (MAJ) Javon Seaborn      804-304-1405 

Immediate Past President  

LTC Bob Albrecht                  772-257-6678 

Editor  

CPT Robert Scheppy              772- 925-1117 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Col Carlos Halcomb                772-696-0094 

COL Darryle “Sam” Kouns    772-978-6543 

Col Martin Zickert                  772-569-6747 

CPT Robert Scheppy              772-925-1117 

Rayma Murray                        772-231-1935 

Capt C. C. (Tad) Woodhull     772-532-6991 

Public Relations 

COL Mike Di Scipio                772-217-8112 

MAJ Terry Treat                      703-304-4935 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

PAY YOUR DUES BY DECEMBER 31st 

By Bill Duffy, Treasurer 

Now some of you paid for two or three years in 2019 or 
2020, so you are not due to pay quite yet.   Contact Jay 
Torres at jaytor1802@gmail.com if you don’t remember 
whether or not you need to pay.    

To pay your dues, please follow these instructions: 

a. Go to this website:   https://chapterdues.moaa.org/
Membership.aspx  

b. If you are a current Chapter member, choose “Renew” at 
the first field.   If you are a new member and have never 
paid Chapter dues, choose “Join”.   Next, select “Florida” 
from the dropdown menu at the second field.   Once you 
choose Florida, it will take a moment to populate the third 
field dropdown menu.   Once it populates, choose “Indian 
River Chapter MOAA”, and then press “next” at the bot-
tom left.   

c. When you are taken to the next page, you may choose 
“regular member” or “surviving spouse”. If you are some-
thing OTHER than one of those two categories, use surviv-
ing spouse, and then annotate in the “notes” block what 
your status is. Fill out all information on this page (name, 
component, etc.) and when completed, enter “next” at bot-
tom right of screen. 

d. You can pay for one, two or three years. Enter your pay-
ment information and that is it!   You will get an email con-
firmation once your payment has been processed.  

e. There is an option to make a donation of up to $500 in 
addition to your Chapter dues payment. Please drop me a 
line at bduffy156@hotmail.com if you have included a do-
nation and you would like to specify where it will be 
used.  Otherwise, I will put it into the general fund. Contact 
me with questions at 772-532-6523. 

If you find it difficult to use the MOAA website you can 
mail your check to our mailbox: 

IRC-MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach,  FL  32964 

Bill Duffy 

    The Buccaneer 

mailto:jaytor1802@gmail.com
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
mailto:bduffy156@hotmail.com
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Major Charles W. Whittlesey and  

The Lost Battalion 

By: Kris Cotariu Harper,  EdD 

 

A New York Lawyer 

Charles Whittlesey (1884-1921) graduated at the top 
of his class from Williams College in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts and Harvard Law School in 1908.  He 
was a New York lawyer. 

An Army Officer in the Argonne Forest 

He trained at the Plattsburg Training Camp, a military 
camp in New York founded by General Leonard 
Wood to prepare young men for the eventually of war. 
He completed his training in 1916 and one year later 
was called to active duty and joined the American Ex-
peditionary Force in Europe for World War I. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Charles Whittlesey 

 

Captain Charles Whittlesey served with headquarters 
of the 308th Infantry Regiment, 77th Division in 
France. He was promoted to major in time to partici-
pate in the Meusse-Argonne, the largest, bloodiest 
American offensive of the war and is most famous for 
his role as commander of the so-called “Lost Battal-
ion.” It was neither a battalion nor was it lost. 

The Lost Battalion consisted of two under-strength 
battalions in addition to two attached companies. Cap-
tain George McMurtry, a veteran of the Spanish 
American War who rode with Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Rough Riders, was in command of the 2nd Battal-
ion. Whittlesey was commander of the of the 1st Bat-
talion of the 308th, but as the senior officer present, 
Whittlesey took command of the trapped units. 

 

 

When given their orders for an offensive in the Ar-
gonne Forest in France, Whittlesey and McMurtry 
both claimed it was an impossible task for two under-
strength battalions. The dense forest was heavily forti-
fied by German Forces with two lines of trenches, ar-
tillery, natural and man-made fortifications, and other 
strategic defenses. 

The American regimental commander, however, or-
dered them to proceed and Whittlesey replied, “All 
right, I’ll attack, but whether you’ll hear from me 
again, I don’t know”. The 1st and 2nd Battalions 
reached their objective through thick fighting but 
French and American units on both their flanks were 
stopped, allowing the Germans to surround Whittlesey 
and McMurtry’s units. 

With inadequate means of communication, they were 
unable to communicate their position and were there-
fore presumed lost.  In actuality, the unit was exactly 
where it was supposed to be. Eventually, located by 
air, they were misidentified as enemy forces and were 
fired upon by American artillery. Using the last of his 
eight carrier pigeons, Cher Ami (Dear Friend), Whit-
tlesey sent the message, “We are along the road paral-
lel 276.4. Our artillery is dropping a barrage directly 
on us. For heaven’s sake stop it”. 

Supplies of food and ammunition were low; he re-
mained surrounded and no relief was in sight. Ameri-
can headquarters tried to relieve the burden by carry-
ing out what is believed to be the United States’ first 
aerial re-supply mission. Food, supplies and ammuni-
tion were airdropped, but landed outside the perimeter 
and mostly fell into German hands. 

After five days, the Germans were forced to fall back, 
and on the sixth day, approximately 190 men were 
able to walk out of the site. Casualties for the Lost 
Battalion numbered over 350 – killed, wounded and 
missing.  For his leadership during the five days, now-
Lt. Colonel Charles Whittlesey was awarded the Med-
al of Honor on December 24, 1918. 

A Distressed, Troubled Civilian 

After the war, Charles Whittlesey returned to his law 
practice and, later, found work with the Red Cross, as 
he tried to resume his old life. The difficulties he ex-
perienced in his transition back to civilian life were 
exacerbated by his notoriety as commander of the Lost 
Battalion and his hero status. Despite being vindicated 
by the military, he was criticized in the press for his 
decision to not surrender.  

(Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

Public events and interview requests prevented him 
from  moving forward and he was constantly remind-
ed of his war experiences. He participated in filming a 
recreation of the Argonne forest battle, resulting in a 
1919 silent film, The Lost Battalion, endorsed by the 
U.S. Government. In 1920, a former soldier from his 
command published an article about it which dredged 
up best-forgotten memories. But most damaging were 
all the soldiers from his command who appealed to 
him for support and advice for overcoming their own 
struggles. Today, we would say Whittlesey experi-
enced Post Traumatic Stress (PTS). 

In November, 1921, Whittlesey boarded the British 
steamship SS Toloa bound for Havana, Cuba.  Ac-
cording to the Captain of the Toloa, on the evening of 
November 26, Whittlesey dined at the Captain’s Table 
and appeared in good health and spirits. 

Whittlesey returned to his stateroom shortly before 
midnight and was never seen again. 

The Lost Battalion 2001 is free on YouTube and 
Amazon.com. The 1919 silent film is free on 

YouTube. 

______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Arndt , MSG, USA (Ret.) 

Veterans Service Manager 

Indian River County 

Phone: (772) 226-1395/Fax: (772) 770-5038 

marndt@ircgov.com 

_________________ 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

A chapter must be politically nonpartisan.  
However, a legislative committee can and 
should make a deliberate effort to inform its 
membership of candidates' positions. 

———————— 
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We are MOAA 

By Terry Treat 

 

MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential as-
sociation of military officers. It is an independent, 
nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. 

With more than 350,000 members from every branch 
of service - including active duty, National Guard, Re-
serve, retired, former officers, and their families – 
MOAA is a powerful force speaking for a strong na-
tional defense and represents the interests of military 
officers at every stage of their careers. We are the 
leading voice on compensation and benefit matters for 
all members of the military community.  

MOAA was founded in 1929. The first leaders of the 
association hoped that, by joining together, they could 
provide assistance and advice to other military offic-
ers.  

By the beginning of World War II, MOAA's leaders 
realized that they needed to reorganize and expand to 
become an effective force on behalf of their members. 
MOAA moved to Washington, D.C., in 1944 with a 
membership of 2,600. 

The association changed its name from The Retired 
Officers Association (TROA) to the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA) in 2003. Through an 
act of Congress in 2009, MOAA was granted a federal 
charter.  

This gave MOAA an expression of congressional sup-
port for all of the group’s activities as a veterans ser-
vice organization. It also enabled all state-level 
MOAA affiliates to represent veterans on governor-
level veterans advisory councils. At the Chapter level, 
we interface with County and City elected officials on 
legislative issues which impact veterans. Thru the Vet-
erans Council, we enjoy a strong working relationship 
with Rob Medina, who is Congressman Bill Posey’s 
staff representative to Indian River and Brevard Coun-
ties.  

Today, MOAA is the country's largest military officers' 
association. MOAA's purpose also has grown to in-
clude career transition assistance, military benefits 
counseling, educational assistance to children of mili-
tary families (to include enlisted), and strong involve-
ment in military professionalism activities. 

Membership is open to active duty, National Guard, 
Reserve, retired, and former commissioned officers 
and warrant officers of the uniformed services: Army, 
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast  

__________________________ 

Chapter to Support American Gold Star 
Mothers of IRC with Benefit Concert 

On March 12, 2022 our Chapter will be presenting a 
Neil Diamond Tribute Concert to raise funds to sup-
port the American Gold Star Mothers of IRC and their 
efforts to increase awareness of and help prevent mili-
tary suicides. You may recall that this charity is led by 
our Honorary Associate member, Michelle Dale. 

 

 

 

 

 

We've got Keith Allynn, a featured entertainer in 
Branson, MO, booked for this event.  Keith is a dead 
ringer for Neil Diamond and sounds just like him. He's 
performed at the Vero Beach Elks and was a huge hit. 
Tickets are $25 per person. You can learn more about 
the performance at tribute.ircmoaa.org. 

Ready to buy your tickets now? You can purchase in-
dividual tickets or a table of up to eight at tick-
ets.ircmoaa.org. 

Planning has been underway for weeks, but we can 
always use more help, especially securing sponsors. 
Contact Terry Treat at tjtreat@hotmail.com or 703-
304-4935 if you can help. 

_____________________________ 

Guard, Public Health Service, and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. Memberships also 
are available for surviving spouses of deceased offic-
ers. 

Between MOAA National and the local Chapters, are 
state councils; for us, the Florida Council of Chapters.  

The Council serves 42 Chapters from the Florida Pan-
handle to the Florida Keys by means of Council offic-
ers' visits, a Council newsletter, an electronic e-mail 
net and Web Site, quarterly Board meetings, annual 
Leadership Seminar, and an annual Convention. The 
Council provides significant support to our Chapter 
Officers and Board on information management, poli-
cies and procedures, and best practices.  

Membership beyond the national level…in a local 
chapter…in our area the Indian River Chapter… pro-
vides members many additional opportunities to serve 
the local community. There are over 15,000 veterans 
in Indian River County! 

——————— 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

We All Need Support 

Chaplain (MAJ) Javon Seaborn  

The Amalekites Defeated: So Joshua fought the Amalek-
ites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went to the top of the hill.  As long as Moses held up 
his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. When 
Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under 
him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—
one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands re-
mained steady till sunset.  So Joshua overcame the Ama-
lekite army with the sword. 

Introduction: For most of my military career I have had 
several Aarons and Hur’s to support me throughout my 
ministry as a chaplain.  One particular case was or is my 
mother-in-law.  My mother-in-law (Louella) would be clas-
sified as a prayer warrior and a good listener.  I remember 
times when we were heading to Fort Drum, NY and I 
called the Department of the Army to change the orders 
and they said no my mother-in-law was there to support 
and also to see the good in the assignment even though it 
didn’t make sense.  You see my brothers and sisters Aarons 
and Hurs are that special somebody that we all need but we 
all don’t have.  My last five deployments, my mother-in-
law was my Aaron to my family when PCS, schools, and 
deployments didn’t make sense.  Well, a new tasking has 
come down. We are now called to be Aarons and Hurs to 
military personnel like Moses.   
\ 
Historical Background: In Exodus 17, we see Israel faced 
I its first major military threat, the Amalekites. They were a 
hostile tribe, the descendants of Jacob’s brother Esau (Gen 
36). This unprovoked attack was a preview of the kind of 
struggles the Jewish nation would face as they began the 
conquest of Canaan. As they engaged in combat, Moses 
prayed for his army with outstretched arms, as he did be-
fore the Red Sea. Moses was providing prayer cover for his 
people. While his arms were raised, the Israeli soldiers pre-
vailed, but as Moses weakened, the battle shifted. The rais-
ing of hands is a common posture for prayer, but an uplift-
ed arm can only be raised only so long. So, Aaron and Hur 
stood beside Moses and kept his arms raised up. 
 
Aaron and Hur were Moses’ top leaders, his right-hand 
men. They were given authority to act in his stead during 
times of absence. Aaron was Moses’ brother, and according 
to tradition (the Midrash), Hur was Moses’ brother-in-law 
(Miriam’s husband). Hur’s grandson was one of the build-
ers of the Tabernacle. These two men were enabling Mo-
ses’ intercession. Aaron’s name means “strength”; Hur’s 
means “liberty.” They enabled Moses to maintain vigil in 
behalf of the army. Moses stood over the battlefield with 
his wooden staff in his hand and his command staff at his 
side. His prayerful presence aided the morale of the troops. 
 

 

Moses needed encouragement because his own people were 
complaining and criticizing him. He faced an uphill battle 
with these “stiff-necked” people. They found out how dan-
gerous it was to oppose their leader. His intercession made 
the difference in battle. It wasn’t the strength of their army 
that was critical, but the power of prayer. The defeat of the 
Amalekites was a redemptive event. It is significant that 
Moses prayed with his wooden staff, which played an im-
portant function in the ten plagues against Egypt. God 
through Moses delivered His people. The hilltop overlook-
ing the battlefield was where the battle was truly won. 

Why was all this warfare necessary? We need to face the 
sober fact that a lot of blood was shed in establishing a 
Jewish homeland. The “Land of Promise, of milk and hon-
ey” sure wasn’t easy to occupy! Those of us who’ve stud-
ied the ethics of war have had some difficulty with the di-
vine command to take Canaan by force. If only the occu-
pants had willingly let the Hebrews in. Instead, they op-
posed God’s plan. They worshipped other gods. Israel was 
not just another nation; its armed struggles were part of a 
just cause under legitimate authority. 
 
Aaron and Hur gave Moses’ encouragement and support, 
something we all need. Some Sundays you probably don’t 
feel like coming to church. You may feel discouraged, bur-
dened by various circumstances. Guess what? I have days 
like that also. I’m troubled by situations just as you are. 
And we all need support. All Soldiers need people like Aa-
ron and Hur to lift them up in prayer. I’m not asking for a 
raise in pay, just that you all help me raise my arms. Pray 
for my entire family. 
 
This incident presents a picture of what the Church or the 
community (Brand of Brothers and sisters) does--we sup-
port the hurt, the discouraged, the lost, the frustrated, the 
weak, the helpless. Sometimes the people who need the 
most help are those we think have it all together. 
When the arms get tired, the work slows down. We need to 
lift up the arms of our police officers, firemen, nurses, doc-
tors, health care staff, and any military that is serving in 
garrison or deployed.  We can lift them up by buying them 
a meal or sending a letter snail mail style or buying one of 
these important people a gift.  It is the gesture that counts 
and not the price.  Remember Freedom is not Free. 
 

Merry Christmas have a blessed Advent and  
Happy New Year. 
 
Chaplain (MAJ) Javon Seaborn US ARMY RET. 
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JANUARY CHAPTER LUNCHEON REGISTRATION 

IRC-MOAA Luncheon, Friday January 21, 2022 

Vero Beach Yacht Club, 11:30 AM 

Our speaker is  Capt. Erin E. Stone JAGC, USN (Ret), earned a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
from the U.S. Naval Academy. A member of the Virginia Bar, she received her Juris Doctor from the 
Georgetown University Law Center and her Master of Laws in Litigation and Dispute Resolution from 
the George Washington University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Tear Line  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - 

Send reservations and payment by 5:00 PM 

Friday January 14, 2022 

Name  _____________________ 

MENU CHOICES AT $22 PER PERSON: 

Chicken Breast Alfresco                        ________________ 

 

Meatloaf w/ Wild Mushroom Sauce     ________________ 

 

Chicken Cobb Salad                               ———————— 

 

Select your meal(s).  Mail the check payable to IRC-MOAA. Mail it in by January 14. Bill Duffy collects 
the checks. 

 

Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 

 

 




