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President’s Message 

By Carroll Oates 

Like the month of February, my message today is 

short and to the point.  Hope all is well. Keep strong. 

Things are looking better. 

For some reason, I always thought of the Month of 

February as an “Over the hump Month”. Along with 

March, it was the middle of the winter: cold, grey and, 

sometimes painful especially growing up in cold New 

England. But I did some reflection about the Febru-

arys in my lifetime and was surprised to find it encom-

passed a lot of memories both good and bad.  

I did a bit of research and referred to my own collec-

tion of calendars to come up with the following list. 

I’m sure many of you can relate to these memories as 

well. I only looked back at my lifetime. So we begin 

in 1947. All occurred during the month of February. 

1948: NASCAR holds its first race at Daytona Beach. 

1949: The first 45 RPM vinyl record was released. 

1958: The first transatlantic passenger jet service be-

gan.  1959: Buddy Holly and The Big Bopper die in 

plane crash. 1962: JFK initiates the Cuban embargo. 

1964: Bob Dylan releases his song “The times they are 

a changing”. (Boy, he was right!) 1964: The Beatles 

arrive in USA.  1968: Tet Offensive by the NVA ends.  

1970: PFC Oates nears completion of Infantry AIT at 

Ft. Polk, LA. 1972: President Richard Nixon visits 

China and SGT Oates receives commission to 2LT.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1975: 1LT Oates meets his new daughter. (She is now 

47!) 1991: US ground offensive begins against Iraqi 

Army. (Maj. Oates amongst them!) 1997: LTC Oates 

files his papers for retirement after 27 years in the Ar-

my. 2001 – Dale Earnhart dies in a crash at Daytona. 

2022 – IRC-MOAA holds its monthly meeting, the 

unit is doing well and, more importantly, Still Serving. 

That was quick. Where did the time go? “Regrets? I 

have a few but, then again, too few to mention”. But 

no regret about having served my country and certain-

ly no regrets in being here in Indian River County still 

serving with people like our IRC-MOAA officers, 

spouses and friends. 

So, lets get over the hump and on with our mission of 

helping other veterans and being leaders in all we do. 

There is still a lot to accomplish and we are up to the 

challenge. Thank you all for being who and what you 

are. You have and are continuing to make a difference. 

Viva la difference! Happy Valentines Day! My daugh-

ter’s 47th birthday. 

Carroll 
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GUEST SPEAKER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Floy Turner  

Vero Beach, Florida  

floyturner@gmail.com 

Floy Turner served as a state trooper with the Florida 
Highway Patrol in Miami as a member of the drug in-
terdiction team. Ms. Turner is a retired special agent 
of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. She 
served as the Regional Crimes Against Children Coor-
dinator in the Miami Region of Southeast Florida. She 
was named the State Law Enforcement Officer of the 
Year at Florida Missing Children’s Day in 2004, and 
in 2016 she was awarded the John and Reve’ Walsh 
Award. Her investigative assignments have included 
complex investigations of serial homicide, kidnapping, 
missing children, child homicide, and human traffick-
ing cases.  

Ms. Turner’s service includes participation in the In-
ternet Crimes Against Children Task Force, the Law 
Enforcement Against Child Harm Task Force, the Mi-
ami-Dade County and Broward County Child Death 
Review Boards, and U. S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Human Trafficking Task  Force 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 She established a Child Abduction Response Team 
(CART) for the South Florida Region and developed a 
three county CART in the St. Augustine area. She also 
created the CART Certification program through a 
Department of Justice program, which included a 
mock child abduction exercise.  

Ms. Turner was employed as a consultant on the de-
velopment and implementation of various training ini-
tiatives for programs within the Department of Justice, 
including the National AMBER Alert Training and 
Technical Assistance Program. Ms. Turner served as 
the AMBER Alert Liaison for the Eastern United 
States and Caribbean.  

Ms. Turner co-authored the Human Trafficking curric-
ulum for Basic Law Enforcement Training and Incen-
tive Classes for Florida Police Officer’s Standards. 
Governor Crist appointed her to the Florida Statewide 
Task Force on Human Trafficking in 2010. Subse-
quently, she was selected by the Organization of 
American States to conduct human trafficking training 
for government officials throughout the Caribbean and 
South America.  

Ms. Turner was an international trainer and consultant 
for the International Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. She also served on the advisory board of 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Missing 
Endangered Persons Clearinghouse.  

Ms. Turner is a graduate of Barry University and has 
authored three books, Behind Her Miami Badge, Be-
hind Her Special Agent Badge and Behind Her Crimi-
nal Investigator’s Badge.  
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2021 OFFICERS AND BOARD 

OFFICERS 

President  

LTC Carroll Oates                 954-494-874 

Membership Chair 

1st Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat                    703-304-4935 

2nd Vice President  

MAJ Terry Treat  (Acting)     703-304-4935 

Program Chair 

Secretary  

LtCol Jay Torres                     540-850-5113 

Legislative Affairs 

CPT Robert Scheppy              772-925-1117 

Treasurer  

Capt William Duffy               772-532-6523 

Chaplain  

CH (MAJ) Javon Seaborn      804-304-1405 

Immediate Past President  

LTC Bob Albrecht                  772-257-6678 

Editor  

CPT Robert Scheppy              772- 925-1117 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Col Carlos Halcomb                 772-696-0094 

COL Darryle “Sam” Kouns     772-978-6543 

Col Martin Zickert                   772-633-6298 

Lt Col Santo (JIM) Rannazzisi 703-303-2672 

CPT Robert Scheppy               772-925-1117 

Rayma Murray                         772-231-1935 

Capt C. C. (Tad) Woodhull      772-532-6991 

Public Relations 

COL Mike Di Scipio                772-217-8112 

MAJ Terry Treat                      703-304-4935 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR DUES WAS DECEMBER 31st 

By Bill Duffy, Treasurer 

Now some of you paid for two or three years in 2019 or 
2020, so you are not due to pay quite yet.   Contact Jay 
Torres at jaytor1802@gmail.com if you don’t remember 
whether or not you need to pay.    

To pay your dues, please follow these instructions: 

a. Go to this website:   https://chapterdues.moaa.org/
Membership.aspx  

b. If you are a current Chapter member, choose “Renew” at 
the first field.   If you are a new member and have never 
paid Chapter dues, choose “Join”.   Next, select “Florida” 
from the dropdown menu at the second field.   Once you 
choose Florida, it will take a moment to populate the third 
field dropdown menu.   Once it populates, choose “Indian 
River Chapter MOAA”, and then press “next” at the bot-
tom left.   

c. When you are taken to the next page, you may choose 
“regular member” or “surviving spouse”. If you are some-
thing OTHER than one of those two categories, use surviv-
ing spouse, and then annotate in the “notes” block what 
your status is. Fill out all information on this page (name, 
component, etc.) and when completed, enter “next” at bot-
tom right of screen. 

d. You can pay for one, two or three years. Enter your pay-
ment information and that is it!   You will get an email con-
firmation once your payment has been processed.  

e. There is an option to make a donation of up to $500 in 
addition to your Chapter dues payment. Please drop me a 
line at bduffy156@hotmail.com if you have included a do-
nation and you would like to specify where it will be 
used.  Otherwise, I will put it into the general fund. Contact 
me with questions at 772-532-6523. 

If you find it difficult to use the MOAA website you can 
mail your check to our mailbox: 

IRC-MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach,  FL  32964 

    The Buccaneer 

mailto:jaytor1802@gmail.com
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
mailto:bduffy156@hotmail.com
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IWO JIMA 

SIX BOYS, 13 HANDS  

A TRUE STORY FROM A TEACHER 

Each year I am hired to go to Washington, DC, with 
the eighth grade class from Clinton, WI where I grew 
up, to videotape their trip. I greatly enjoy visiting our 
nation’s capital, and each year I take some special 
memories back with me. This fall's trip was especially 
memorable.    

On the last night of our trip, we stopped at the Iwo 
Jima memorial. This memorial is the largest bronze 
statue in the world and depicts one of the most famous 
photographs in history -- that of the six brave soldiers 
raising the American Flag at the top of a rocky hill on 
the island of Iwo Jima, Japan, during WW II. 

Over one hundred students and chaperones piled off 
the buses and headed towards the memorial. I noticed 
a solitary figure at the base of the statue, and as I got 
closer he asked, 'Where are you guys from?'     

I told him that we were from Wisconsin 'Hey, I'm a 
cheese head, too! Come gather around, Cheese heads, 
and I will tell you a story.'  

(It was James Bradley) who just happened to be in 
Washington, DC, to speak at the memorial the follow-
ing day. He was there that night to say good night to 
his dad, who had passed away. He was just about to 
leave when he saw the buses pull up. I videotaped him 
as he spoke to us, and received his permission to share 
what he said from my videotape. It is one thing to tour 
the incredible monuments filled with history in Wash-
ington, DC, but it is quite another to get the kind of 
insight we received that night.) 

When all had gathered around, he reverently began to 
speak. (Here are his words that night.)     

'My name is James Bradley and I'm from Antigo, 
Wisconsin. My dad is on that statue, and I wrote a 
book called 'Flags of Our Fathers'. It is the story of 
the six boys you see behind me.     

'Six boys raised the flag. The first guy putting the pole 
in the ground is Harlon Block. Harlon was an all-state 
football player. He enlisted in the Marine Corps with 
all the senior members of his football team. They were 
off to play another type of game. A game called 'War.' 
But it didn't turn out to be a game. Harlon, at the age 
of 21, died with his intestines in his hands. I don't say 
that to gross you out, I say that because there are peo-
ple who stand in front of this statue and talk about the 
glory of war. You guys need to know that most of the  

boys in Iwo Jima were 17, 18, and 19 years old - and it 
was so hard that the ones who did make it home never 
even would talk to their families about it. 

(He pointed to the statue) 'You see this next guy? 
That's Rene Gagnon from  New Hampshire.  If you 
took Rene's helmet off at the moment this photo was 
taken and looked in the webbing of that helmet, you 
would find a photograph...a photograph of his girl-
friend Rene put that in there for protection because he 
was scared. He was 18 years old. It was just boys who 
won the  battle of Iwo Jima. Boys. Not old men.     

'The next guy here, the third guy in this tableau, was 
Sergeant Mike Strank .. (from Johnstown, PA).  
Mike is my hero. He was the hero of all these guys. 
They called him the 'old man' because he was so old. 
He was already 24. When Mike would motivate his 
boys in training camp, he didn't say, 'Let's go kill some 
Japanese' or 'Let's die for our country' He knew he was 
talking to little boys. Instead, he would say, 'You do 
what I say, and I'll get you home to your mothers. 

'The last guy on this side of the statue is Ira Hayes, a 
Pima Indian from Arizona. Ira Hayes was one of them 
who lived to walk off Iwo Jima. He went into the 
White House with my dad. President Truman told 
him, 'You're a hero' He told reporters, 'How can I feel 
like a hero when 250 of my buddies hit the island with 
me and only 27 of us walked off alive?' 

So, you take your class at school, 250 of you spending 
a year together having fun, doing everything together. 
Then all 250 of you hit the beach, but only 27 of your 
classmates walk off alive. That was Ira Hayes. He 
had images of horror in his mind. Ira Hayes carried the 
pain home with him and eventually died dead drunk, 
face down, drowned in a very shallow puddle, at the 
age of 32 (ten years after this picture was taken).     

'The next guy, going around the statue, is Franklin 
Sousley from Hilltop, Kentucky. A fun-lovin' hillbilly 
boy. His best friend, who is now 70, told me, 'Yeah, 
you know, we took two cows up on the porch of the 
Hilltop General Store. Then we strung wire across the 
stairs so the cows couldn't get down. Then we fed 
them Epsom salts. Those cows crapped all night.' Yes, 
he was a fun-lovin' hillbilly boy. Franklin died on Iwo 
Jima at the age of 19.  When the telegram came to tell 
his mother that he was dead, it went to the Hilltop 
General Store. A barefoot boy ran that telegram up to 
his mother's farm. The neighbors could hear her 
scream all night and into the morning. Those neigh-
bors lived a quarter of a mile away. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

'The next guy, as we continue to go around the statue, 
is my dad, John Bradley, from Antigo, Wisconsin, 
where I was raised. My dad lived until 1994, but he 
would never give interviews. 

When Walter Cronkite's producers or the New York 
Times would call, we were trained as little kids to say 
'No, I'm sorry, sir, my dad's not here. He is in Canada 
fishing. No, there is no phone there, sir. No, we don't 
know when he is coming back.' My dad never fished 
or even went to Canada. Usually, he was sitting there 
right at the table eating his Campbell's soup. But we 
had to tell the press that he was out fishing. He didn't 
want to talk to the press.     

'You see, like Ira Hayes, my dad didn't see himself as 
a hero. Everyone thinks these guys are heroes, 'cause 
they are in a photo and on a monument. My dad knew 
better. He was a medic. John Bradley from Wisconsin 
was a combat caregiver. On Iwo Jima he probably 
held over 200 boys as they died. And when boys died 
on Iwo Jima, they writhed and screamed, without any 
medication or help with the pain.      

'When I was a little boy, my third-grade teacher told 
me that my dad was a hero When I went home and 
told my dad that, he looked at me and said, 'I want you 
always to remember that the heroes of Iwo Jima are 
the guys who did not come back. Did NOT come 
back.'     

'So that's the story about six nice young boys. Three 
died on Iwo Jima, and three came back as national 
heroes. Overall, 7,000 boys died on Iwo Jima in the 
worst battle in the history of the Marine Corps. My 
voice is giving out, so I will end here. Thank you for 
your time.'     

Suddenly, the monument wasn't just a big old piece of 
metal with a flag sticking out of the top. It came to life 
before our eyes with the heartfelt words of a son who 
did indeed have a father who was a hero. Maybe not a 
hero for the reasons most people would believe, but a 
hero nonetheless.     

One thing I learned while on tour with my 8th grade 
students in DC that is not mentioned here is, that if 
you look at the statue very closely and count the num-
ber of 'hands' raising the flag, there are 13. When the 
man who made the statue was asked why there were 
13, he simply said the 13th hand was the hand of God.     

Great story - worth your time - worth every Ameri-
can's time. Please pass it on. 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Arndt , MSG, USA (Ret.) 

Veterans Service Manager 

Indian River County 

Phone: (772) 226-1395/Fax: (772) 770-5038 

marndt@ircgov.com 

_________________ 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

A chapter must be politically nonpartisan.  However, a 
legislative committee can and should make a deliber-
ate effort to inform its membership of candidates' po-
sitions. 

———————— 
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OUR CHAPTER, IRC MOAA 

By Terry Treat 

The motto of MOAA is “Never Stop Serving,” and 
many of our Chapter members are in the “give back” 
stage of life. By joining our Chapter, members can 
take their past military service, and the sense of cama-
raderie brought on by shared experiences, to another 
level. We currently have over 100 members and sever-
al surviving spouses 

Our Chapter provides direct financial support to the 
local Gold Star Mothers Chapter, the Space Coast 
Honor Flight, scholarships for deserving students in 
our county, and the Veterans Council of Indian River 
County. Many of our members continue their 
“officership” service through active leadership roles in 
the Veterans Council as well, serving as board mem-
bers, Council officers, and directors of Veterans Coun-
cil programs.   

These programs include Veterans Helping Veterans, 
which assists local veterans with home repairs, and, 
Vets in the Classroom, providing civics classes to lo-
cal elementary school children.  Chapter members also 
play key roles in the annual Veterans Council spon-
sored Memorial Day and Veterans Day observances 
on Veteran’s Island.   

If you have fond memories of shared experiences with 
fellow officers from your active-duty days, Chapter 
membership provides a great opportunity for camara-
derie with a purpose. 

Chapter luncheon meetings feature distinguished 
speakers to inform and entertain, and an opportunity to 
connect with other members with similar backgrounds 
and interests. 

Recent speakers include Ralph Turner, USA retired, 
COO of the Indian River Cleveland Clinic, retired Na-
vy Captain and former NASA astronaut Winston 
Scott, and LTG (retired) Robert Caslen, former Su-
perintendent of West Point, former Commissioner of 
Baseball Fay Vincent, and Vero Beach City Planner 
Jason Jeffries.  

The MOAA National magazine, and the newsletters 
and websites of both MOAA National and our Chapter 
(find us at “Indian River Chapter Military Officers 
Association of America”), provide our members with 
the latest information on local, state, and national is-
sues, changes to military benefits, and articles about 
members, speakers, interesting places and military his-
tory.  

Chapter funding is primarily through Member dues 
and donations. Other fundraising activities have been  

 

 

 

of recent restricted by COVID.  Also noteworthy, our 
Chapter was awarded two $5000 grants from MOAA 
National, all of which we used to support the veteran 
assistance programs of the Veterans Council. We also 
contributed $1000 to the Vero Beach Air Show, and 
$3000 to Indian River State College for veteran relat-
ed scholarships. 

Our Chapter was awarded the Chapter Level of Excel-
lence Award by MOAA National for 2018 and 2019.  
We hope to receive this award for 2021 as well. Every 
year, Chapters compete to receive the Level of Excel-
lence Award. This award is based on the Chapter’s 
calendar year programs and events. 

———————- 
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Professional Development Day 

Dodgertown Elementary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Captain Tod Woodhull 

 

On November 8th, 2021 Captain Tad Woodhull 
of the United States Air Force, took the time to do 
a brief Veteran's Day presentation for the students 
and staff of Dodgertown Elementary in lieu of Vet-
erans Day.  
 
Thank you for your service, Captain Woodhull. We 
are forever grateful.   

____________ 
 

A Neil 

Diamond 

Tribute

Saturday, March 12th, 2022

A Benefit Concert To Support

The American Gold Star 

Mothers of IRC

The Vero Beach Elks Lodge

1350 26th St

Doors Open 6 pm      Show 7 to 9 pm

Sponsored by

Admission $25 per person
Ticket Purchasing Information 

On next page
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FEBRUARY CHAPTER LUNCHEON REGISTRATION 

IRC-MOAA Luncheon, Friday February 18, 2022 

Vero Beach Yacht Club, 11:30 AM 

 

Our speaker is Floy Turner of Vero Beach. Floy is a former Florida state trooper and special agent of 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, and author of three books based upon her law enforce-
ment experience.  She will share with us stories of her extensive experience in drug interdiction, serial 
homicide, kidnapping, missing children, child homicide and human trafficking.  For a fascinating walk 
on the seedier side of life in Florida, don’t miss this luncheon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Tear Line  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - 

Send reservations and payment by 5:00 PM 

Friday February 11, 2022 

Name  _____________________ 

MENU CHOICES AT $22 PER PERSON: 

Baked Ham w/ Rum Raisin Sauce    __________________ 

 

Panko Fried Cod w/ Tartar Sauce    ————————— 

 

Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad           ___________________ 

 

Select your meal(s).  Mail the check payable to IRC-MOAA. Mail it in by January 14. Bill Duffy collects 
the checks. 

Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  To purchase your tickets on-line go to: 

             Tickets.ircmoaa.org 

 

2.  To purchase by check fill in below and mail: 

----------------------------------------------------------Tear Line-------------------------------------------- 

Name:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

Guest:  _____________________________ 

  Total Number of Tickets:       _____________________ 

  Total Cost ($25 x Ticket No)  _____________________ 

 

If possible, please seat me with                _____________________ 

Make your check payable to: IRC-MOAA 

Mail by February 28 to: 

Indian River Chapter MOAA 

P.O. Box 644047 

Vero Beach, FL 32964-4047 


