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Submit Input to: 
Randy Fiebrandt, Editor: 

I can report that we had a highly 
successful FCoC Leadership Forum 
in Orlando from 7-8 January. This 
was the best-attended forum in many 
years. We had great representation 
from MOAA National, from the FCoC 
Board of Directors, and from 
chapters around the state. The 
presentations were informative and 
educational. The opportunity to share 
experiences and ideas with others 
allowed us all to go home better 
equipped to do the right things, and 
to do them right. Subjects included 
legislative, surviving spouse, social 
media, chapter management, 
presentation of LOE’s and FCoC 
Leadership Awards, and much more.  
All materials, including a leader 
notebook are available on the FCoC 
website. And our unofficial/ official 
photographer, Herb Sennett from the 
Palm Beach Martin Counties chapter 
took a passel of photos. They are 
also there. For the presentations and 
photos go to: 
https://www.moaafl.org/LeadershipSe
minar.aspx?Year=2022 
 
Diana and I continue to visit chapters 
around the state. Since the last 
edition of the Communiqué, we have 
been to Clearwater, Tampa,  

President’s Message 
COL Mike Borders, USA., Ret.  
 

Charlotte Harbor, Bradenton, Lee 
Coast, Cape Coral, and Pensacola.  
Several more chapter visits are on 
the calendar. As long as schedules 
work out, I am happy to come visit 
your chapter and see what you are 
up to, meet your team, and tell your 
folks what is going on from my 
perspective as the FCoC President. 
 
As we move into 2022, the 
convention team led by Marc Oliveri, 
and comprised primarily of our Area 
Vice Presidents (AVP’s) is diligently 
working to make the 9-12 June 
convention in West Palm Beach a 
smashing success. While we will still 
do some business, hold elections, 
install the new board members, and 
take some info briefings, this 
convention promises to be more fun 
than a barrel of monkeys.  You won’t 
want to miss it! Look for registration 
info here in the newsletter and on the 
FCoC website: www.moaafl.org.  
 
I hope that 2022 is filled with success 
and prosperity for you and yours. 
Please reach out to me or the 
appropriate member of the FCoC for 
any assistance or support.   
Cheers, 
Mike 
 

https://www.moaafl.org/LeadershipSeminar.aspx?Year=2022
https://www.moaafl.org/LeadershipSeminar.aspx?Year=2022
http://www.moaafl.org/
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Mary and I extend our best wishes to everyone for a healthy, safe and 
prosperous year in 2022. 
 
Our 7-8 January Leadership Training Seminar at the Rosen Center in 
Orlando was well-attended and extremely informative. Your presence 
in-person is a tribute to your commitment to our mission and your 
resilience in the face of a swirl of ever-changing information and 
guidance. Well Done Shipmates!! 
 
Now down to the Spring-business at each of our MOAA Chapters: pay 
annual Council dues (still $0.75/member), deceased member reports, 
2021 communication award inputs (by 1 FEB), request for Community 
Outreach Grant from MOAA foundation (by 28 FEB), annual filings with 
the State of Florida and the IRS, Level of Excellence submission (by 1 
May) and other requests for support and recognition for your Chapters. 
 
Plan your early summer excursion 9-12 June this year to the FCoC 
2022 convention at the West Palm Beach Marriott for “Fun in the Sun”. 
Plan to take tours, gamble at casino night, solve “Who Done It?” at the 

detective dinner, and enjoy great eating and shopping venues within walking distance. Participate in 
annual elections and witness the biennial FCoC Change of Command. Registration is open now at 
“moaafl.org", and Mary and I hope to see you there! Service dress gangster anyone? 
 
 

Vice President’s Message 
CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN, Ret. 
Naval Aviator (1320) - Navy Test Pilot School Graduate (Class-71) 
 

 
12 Month Calendar: 
24 FEB: Virtual Monthly Round Table “Legal Matters” 
28 FEB: Deadline for MOAA Foundation Community Grant submissions 
01 MAR: Scholarship submission deadline 
31 MAR: Virtual Monthly Round Table “Revenue Generation 
25-28 APR: Advocacy In Action timeframe 
01 MAY: Deadline for 2021 Level Of Excellence submissions 
9-12 JUN: 2022 FCoC Annual Convention - West Palm Beach Marriott 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
http://moaafl.org/
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IT IS 2022 DUES COLLECTION TIME FOR FCOC 
 
All chapters owe 2022 dues, based upon the number of members in 
your chapter on 12/31/2021, at the rate of 75cents per member.  I 
know it is a busy time of year, with installation of new officers, 
updating your rosters and listing at our moaafl.org website. In fact, 
I’ve had that same overlapping of paperwork in my chapter as well 
as just wrapping up the leadership seminar accounting and starting 
on the 2022 convention record keeping (so, I cannot beat up on any 
of you severely). 
 
It is my goal to have sent each chapter an invoice for your dues, by 
the time you read this article in the Communique.  I’ve also been 
trying to gather Chapter Treasurer Emails, as they tend to stay in 
office for several years and will cc invoices to them if possible.  I will 
calculate your chapter invoices based upon your membership 
numbers listed at moaafl.org, so be sure to update your records 
there.  We operate on the honor system, so you may correct my 
invoice if it does not match your membership numbers. 

 

WHAT YOUR FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS 
DOES 
 
Florida Council of Chapters and its Chapters are chartered by 
and affiliates of The Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA). 
 
MOAA and the FCOC are non-partisan, non-profit 501c(19) 
organizations, and exist to improve the awareness, life style, and 
overall environment of its affiliate member chapters; support and 
serve member chapters; influence the political process in matters 
pertaining to active duty, retired and former military personnel; 
and enhance the image of America’s uniformed services in our 
local communities.  
 
The Council serves its affiliated Chapters by means of Council 
officers' in-person and virtual visits, a Council newsletter, a 
website with Chapter support and training, quarterly Board 
meetings, annual Leadership Seminar, and annual Convention. 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Marilyn Leehan, Treasurer, Florida Council of Chapters 

 

February 3,- Four Chaplains Day 
- A day set aside to honor the 
four U.S. Army chaplains who 
gave their lives to save others 
when the troop ship USAT 
Dorchester sank during World 
War II. 
 

February 2 - Army Nurse Corp 
Established (1901) 

 

February 3 - USO Incorporated 
 
February 19 - Coast Guard 
Reserve Birthday 
 
February 21 - President's Day - 
A day originally set aside to 
honor George Washington. Now, 
other presidents are also 
honored on this day.   
 
March is Month of the Military 
Caregiver - During this Month, 
Americans recognize and honor 
military caregivers’ sacrifices 
and successes.  
 
March 3 - Navy Reserve 
Birthday 
 
March 5 - Seabee Birthday 
 
March 13 - K 9 Veterans Day - A 
national effort to make March 13 
K9 Veterans Day. March 13, 
1942 is the official birthday of 
the United States K9 Corps, and 
so it seems only right to annually 
honor their service on that date. 
They served to save and they 
deserve to be remembered. 

 
March 13 - Daylight Saving Time 
begins 
 
March 29, 2022 - Vietnam 
Veterans Day - A day set aside 
to show honor and respect to 
our Vietnam Veterans 

 

SIGNIFICANT DATES 
FOR FEBRUARY & 

MARCH 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Please mail your checks & make them payable to:   
FCOC of MOAA 
PO Box 60603 
Fort Myers, FL 33906 
 
As always, you may email me at:  mllFCOCtreas@gmail.com or call 440-812-0100 if you have any 
questions.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Marilyn Leehan, Treasurer of FCOC 

 

FCOC 2022 Leadership Forum 
 
The Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) again 
hosted the annual Leadership Forum from 7-8 
January at the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando. 
After doing the Forum by Zoom last year, we were 
back in-person. This was the best-attended forum 
in recent memory. It was clear that folks were 
anxious to get out and leave COVID behind, even 
if Omicron was wandering around. The sessions 
gave folks a chance to hear the latest info from 
the several members of the MOAA HQS team, led 
by Captain, USN (Ret) Jim Carman. Also on hand 
were Captain, USN (Ret) Erin Stone and Captain, 
USN (Ret) Frank Michael from Council and 
Chapter Affairs. Erin covered Legislative Affairs, 
and Frank, with an assist from our FCoC VP Pat 
Kluever covered Chapter Operations.  Tony 
Lombardo provided the top-level HQS perspective on Social Media “stuff.”  Our very own Patricia 
Green and Renee Brunnelle covered Surviving Spouse issues. We also heard from the 2022 
Convention team, led by past FCoC President Marc Oliveri, as well as from the 2023 Convention 
team from the Ancient City Chapter. The Forum brought together chapter and state leaders to 
share, learn, and plan. The opportunity to share ideas, information, and experiences is value-added 
for everyone. We are never too old to learn something new!  For access to the presentations, 
briefings, and photos, go to the FCoC website: www.moaafl.org.  

Day One Sessions 

Friday Evening Dinner 

Continued on next page 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:mllFCOCtreas@gmail.com
http://www.moaafl.org/
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A wonderful dinner on Friday evening, 7 January 
gave us all a chance to hear from CAPT Jim Carman 
for the “State of the Union” (of MOAA), as well as 
make presentations of Levels of Excellence (LOE) 
awards, and FCoC Leadership Awards.  The dinner 
was sponsored and paid for by MOAA National as 
well as with financial support from USAA.  We are 
grateful for that assistance. 
 
The two-day event is for leaders.  It is also about 
leaders. To that end, we also held a meeting of the 
FCoC Board of Directors. This was open to anyone 
who wished to attend. Bottom Line: we are in pretty 
good shape, in spite of the challenges we have all 
faced over the last 2+ years due to the COVID 
pandemic. 
 

We would also like to thank the Rosen Centre 
Hotel for its continued support and outstanding 
service. Our event manager Ms. Nanette 
Negron once again outdid herself, attending to 
our every need with professionalism and 
excellence.  Lorraine Holland and her 
outstanding team from the Central Florida 
(Orlando area) Chapter ran a great hospitality 
room once again, and we appreciate it greatly. 
 
We are confident that the forum was a 
resounding success. Still, we are open to 
suggestions, comments, and critiques. We want 
to make it better each time. Our 2023 forum is 
already contracted at the Rosen Centre for 6-7 
January. Save the dates and we’ll see you 
there!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Captain Jim Carman 

Day Two Sessions 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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In recent Communiqués we have outlined elements of a Membership 
Campaign to grow our numbers State-wide.  In June, the topic was the “Target 
Rich Environment” in Florida, as the State is #3 in the Nation with resident 
veterans.  In August, we introduced the campaign and the three Lines of Effort 
or “LOE”.  For October, we discussed chapter programs relating to Legislative 
Advocacy, Community Service and Philanthropy, and Social Activities to 
promote Camaraderie, attract new members, as well as retain your current 

members.  In December, we talked about how to go about recruiting new members.  Now let’s talk 
about LOE #3, the Internal & External Media Communications and Public Relations activities to 
publicize your chapter’s good work and support recruiting and retention.   
LOE #3 supports your chapter by letting others know--both current and potential chapter members--
what your chapter is about and what it does for your members and the community-at-large.  To 
reach both groups, your chapter needs Internal 
Communications directed at your members, and 
External Communications/Public Relations/Marketing 
efforts to reach potential members and into the outside 
community.   
 
Internal Communications are your newsletters, website, 
Facebook Page, your meetings, and even emails and 
phone calls that serve to keep your members informed 
and aware of what your chapter does.  Informed 
chapter members help make them want to stay 
engaged.  As a result, they are better recruiters. Your chapter also needs to reach prospective 
members and the outside community through External Communications/Public Relations/Marketing 
efforts.  There are two types of external communications--Earned Media and Paid Media:   

 Earned Media is stories and articles about your chapter that are carried and published by news 

outlets.  Local and regional news outlets are looking for stories about community service and 

charitable giving.  Many times, however, they don’t have a dedicated reporter to cover an event 

or write a story.  Your chapter can still get stories into the news by having someone in the 

chapter write a story or press release about what your chapter is doing.  Give the who-what-

when-where of the activity in the story to news outlets covering the military, seniors, and 

veterans.  Not only will your chapter receive publicity for your good works, but it is free, and has 

the added benefit of letting your current members know they are being recognized in the 

community for their efforts!     

 Paid media is advertising to reach potential members.  There are many local and regional news 

outlets that will run advertisements at a reasonable price however, the drawback is it does cost 

to run the ad.   

 
Internal and External Communications and Public Relations are essential elements to support the 
membership campaign and your chapter’s recruiting and retention efforts.  Be known for your deeds 

Membership Chairman 
COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret) 

Continued on next page 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
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and get the word out!  In the next Communiqué, we’ll put all this all together as we go about 
accomplishing our objective to grow our numbers. 
 
If you have questions, contact me at stevebond335@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Noticing Jack London’s novel White Fang on my bedside table this morning 
prompted a thought about reading. First off, “What books, magazines, or 
blogs are you reading right now?” is one of my favorite questions to ask 
during an interview. I ask the question because it can reveal some mutual 

interests, shared hobbies, and especially a commitment to lifelong learning and growth. 

  
I’m a reader, and you will find a book or magazine I’m reading on my bedside table, in the car, and 
in my briefcase. I always have a book or magazine with me when I’m traveling or running errands. 
That way I have some reading material while I wait for a client or doctor’s appointment. 
  
And yes, I’m usually reading 2 or 3 books at a time. For work, for pleasure, for a new project or idea. 
That being said, you may wonder where this line of thought about reading is going? 

  
We all read for different reasons, and a primary reason for me is learning and appreciating new and 
different perspectives. London’s White Fang, for example, helps me see his appreciation for Charles 
Darwin’s (then) new ideas on adaptation. Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front reveals the 
thoughts and feelings of a front-line soldier in the trenches of WWII. And Mark Frost’s The Greatest 
Game Ever Played provides the back story to a dramatic shift in development of golf in America. 
  
I read fiction and non-fiction. Mysteries, biographies, historical accounts, and classics. I suppose my 
favorite is fiction because I believe as we enter the world of the characters and their experiences, 

Chaplain’s Message 
By CH (COL) Anthony P. "Tony" Clark, ARNG, Ret. 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:stevebond335@gmail.com
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we develop a greater degree of empathy. Seeing the plot circumstances through their eyes, walking 
through their difficult choices in their shoes, and reminding ourselves how messy life can be at times 
as they wrestle with their virtues and vices. 
  
So, what are you reading now? How is it helping you learn, grow, relax? What’s next on your 
reading list? What book or article night help you see the world from a different perspective? 

 
 

 

Question?  Who is the only NFL Hall of Famer who has a U.S. military vessel named after him?   
Answer on page 36. 

February 3 is Four Chaplains Day in the USA 
 
This day commemorates the events of February 3, 1943, when the troop ship USAT 
Dorchester sank. Dorchester left New York on January 23, 1943, carrying 4 chaplains and 
about 900 others as a part of convoy of three ships. 
 
It was torpedoed by German submarine U-223 off Newfoundland at 12:55 a.m. When 
Dorchester began to sink, four chaplains of different religions, George L. Fox (Methodist), 
Alexander D. Goode (rabbi), Clark V. Poling (Baptist) and John P. Washington (Catholic) were 
helping to calm down the passengers and organized an orderly evacuation. The life vests were 
passed out to men, but the supply ran out before each man had one. 
 
The four chaplains gave their own life vests to others and helped as many men as they could 
into the boats, then they linked their arms together, saying prayers and singing hymns, went 
down with the ship.Four chaplains were posthumously awarded by the Purple Heart and the 
Distinguished Service Cross on December 19, 1944. In 2006 chaplains were awarded by the 
Medal of Honor. 
 
The Four Chaplains’ Medal was introduced by Congress on July 14, 1960. These medals were 
presented posthumously to the next of kin of each of the four chaplains of Dorchester on 
January 18, 1961. 
 
Congress established February 3 as Four Chaplains Day in 1988. This day is observed with 
official proclamations and, sometimes, flags flying at half-mast. 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Dear MOAA Advocate, 

 

If you are receiving this letter, you are one of MOAA's most active virtual advocates for issues affecting the 

service-earned pay and benefits of servicemembers past and present, their families, and their survivors.  

 

First, thank you for your years of support and dedication to MOAA's advocacy efforts on Capitol Hill. 

Contacting your legislators is a vital component to MOAA's success in Washington, D.C., as we advocate on 

behalf of the uniformed services and veteran communities. Your regular engagement with your elected 

officials, via MOAA's Legislative Action Center, ensures they know military pay and benefits are critical 

issues to their constituents.  

 

As one of our most active virtual advocates, you already may have noticed differences in MOAA's 

Legislative Action Center setup. After a yearlong review, MOAA is excited to unveil a new platform our 

virtual advocates can use to contact elected officials. This new platform has many of the same core features 

of the old setup, but is designed to be more modern and user-friendly.  

 

The new Legislative Action Center will enable you and other virtual advocates to be more engaged with 

MOAA's advocacy in Washington, D.C. Some of the old campaign links in MOAA articles may be disabled 

or may direct you to the new center's landing page, but don't worry: All current advocacy messages are 

available in the new center and are ready for you to use. If you have any bookmarks to old links, please 

consider replacing them with the new items.    

 

To access the new action center, click on  https://moaa.quorum.us/ .  If you have any questions, check out 

our FAQ section and walk-through video.  

 

We at MOAA HQ hope you will continue to stand alongside us as we advocate for the service-earned pay 

and benefits of our nation's servicemembers, veterans, their families, and survivors. MOAA has established a 

phenomenal record on Capitol Hill, being recognized by The Hill Magazine as a Top Lobbyist for 15 years in 

a row - none of which can happen without the support of our advocates, just like you. 

For any questions about the new Legislative Action Center, please contact legis@moaa.org. 

 

Very respectfully,  

Daniel Merry 

Colonel, USAF (Ret) 

Vice President for Government Relations 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

201 N. Washington Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

800.234.6622 

www.moaa.org 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/meet-moaas-new-legislative-action-center/
mailto:legis@moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org/
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Col. Dan Merry, USAF (Ret), MOAA’s vice president of Government 
Relations said:  “Our work on all these issues and others is far, far 
from over, not just because the NDAA process is ongoing, but 
because there will always be threats to chip away at earned 
benefits.  That’s why we continue fighting to preserve 
established benefits and address other concerns of critical 
importance to our members and our “constituents”.  

 
We will be asked by MOAA to play a recurring role by contacting 
our elected federal officials early and often during the year to 
request their co-sponsorship on the following legislation until 
passage in both Houses of Congress is achieved. 
 
Old News is Now New News 
 
MOAA has reported that during the remainder of this session of Congress they will continue to build 
support for the Health Care Fairness for Military Families Act which would extend coverage to 
young adult dependents and bring TRICARE in line with commercial plan requirements.  
  
A TRICARE Young Adult (TYA) fix was not included in the FY 2022 NDAA. House leads Reps. 
Elaine Luria (D-Va.) and Michael Waltz (R-Fla.) urged support for the legislation (HR-475) during 
the Armed Services full committee markup.  
 
On the Senate side, Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) introduced an amendment addressing TYA, but it was 
not considered when the Senate chose to accept the House-negotiated version as time constraints 
loomed. 
  
Cost is the main barrier to getting TYA parity for both active duty and retired military families.  
MOAA is working with Congressional leaders and Hill staffers to address this inequity that military 
families face and to overcome the funding obstacle and ensure the young adult eligibility expansion 
is not funded by raising TRICARE fees.  
  
The list of 135 co-sponsors in the House includes these 9 – where are the other 18 Florida 
Representatives??? 
 
Listed in chronological order based on when they signed on as cosponsors 

 

MOAA’s Advocacy in Action 
Campaign – Status Update 

 

MOAA Legislative Update: 
Read about the latest MOAA 
Advocacy News and Calls-to-

Action here. 

Legislative Affairs 
Lt Col Bob Bienvenue, USAF, Ret., Legislative Chair 

Take 

Action 

Now! 

 

https://moaa.quorum.us/ 

Continued on next page 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Rep. Waltz, Michael [R-FL-6] (bill sponsor) 
Rep. Bilirakis, Gus M. [R-FL-12]        Rep. Rutherford, John H. [R-FL-4]   
Rep. Franklin, C. Scott [R-FL-15]     Rep. Crist, Charlie [D-FL-13]       
Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8]                Rep. Salazar, Maria Elvira [R-FL-27] 
Rep. Cammack, Kat [R-FL-3]            Rep. Frankel, Lois [D-FL-21]   
 
Our two senators were NOT co-sponsors when the Senate companion bill S-1972 was converted 
into an amendment to the senate NDAA as described above. It will have to be reintroduced in this 
session. Use the MOAA suggested message at the link below to ask both our Representatives and 
Senators to support this measure.    
Urge Your Elected Officials to Fix the TRICARE Young Adult Coverage Gap 
 
Congress must Step in to Preserve Arlington National Cemetery Eligibility  
 
Before ANC was an operational cemetery, servicemembers were buried at what’s now known as 
the United States Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home National Cemetery in Washington, D.C.  When the 
home was running out of room during the Civil War, ANC was designated as the next location.  
 
ANC is projected to reach capacity in 2050 based on current eligibility criteria. It makes sense to 
pick the next location now rather than to impose the proposed severe eligibility restrictions in order 
to maintain the site for another 150 years.  
 
MOAA’s request to halt those changes was not addressed in the most recent NDAA. However, 
Congress did recognize the dilemma those restrictions would impose on retirees planning to be 
buried at Arlington and for the widows/widowers of those already buried there. A House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) report on this year’s NDAA expressed the committee’s concerns 
regarding the proposed eligibility changes and directed “the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit a report to congressional defense committees no 
later than March 1, 2022, on potential locations of the next national cemetery” that will afford 
full military honors.” 
Ask Your Lawmakers to Preserve the National Cemetery Benefit 
 
More Lawmakers Join the Fight for Concurrent Receipt 
 
The Major Richard Star Act, S-344 & HR-1272, would end an unjust offset faced by tens of 
thousands of combat-injured veterans.  The Bill has gained additional co-sponsors in recent weeks 
as staffers had time to access constituent requests and engage with elected officials.  
  
However, our two senators are not among the 55 co-sponsors.  And in the House only 9 
representatives from Florida have co-sponsored to show their support with Rep Bilirakis FL-12 
who introduced the bill last February. Click here H.R. 1282 to find out who in Florida has signed-on.  
By their absence on the list you’ll know who is not among the 180 current co-sponsors in the House. 
   
According to the DoD Office of the Actuary, there are over 48,000 combat-injured veterans with 
concurrent receipt of medical retired pay and VA disability. These individuals, often seriously 
disabled, are subject to an offset where their medical retirement pay is reduced for every dollar of 
VA disability received. In some cases, their retirement pay is completely reduced.  
  

Continued on next page 
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Retired pay is for completed years of service paid by DoD, while disability compensation is for 
lifelong injury paid by the VA. Two different payments for two different purposes.  To reduce retired 
pay because of a disability is an injustice. 
Ask Your Lawmakers to Support the Major Richard Star Act 
 
MOAA Receives Top Lobbyist Award for 15th Consecutive Year 
 
MOAA’s efforts on behalf of its members and the uniformed services community on Capitol Hill 
continue to show results and continue to be recognized alongside other leading advocates. 
  
The Hill news service named MOAA to its list of top lobbyists – those “who stand out for delivering 
results for their clients in the halls of Congress and the administration.” 
  
“While this has become a regular honor for MOAA, it’s a reflection of hard work and a recognition 
we don’t take lightly,” said Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF (Ret), MOAA’s president and CEO. “And 
it wouldn’t be possible without member involvement, especially those at the chapter level, 
who have provided such remarkable support for our efforts to preserve earned benefits for 
servicemembers, veterans, retirees, families, and survivors.”   Bravo Zulu 
 
 

Veterans’ Home Prepares to Open 

Active Hiring Underway for Port St. Lucie Skilled Nursing Facility 

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. – Officials with the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs are actively 
preparing for the May 2022 opening of a new state veterans’ home in Port St. Lucie. 

“It’s almost time for our doors to be open to residents and staff. We’re actively hiring health care 
professionals and supporting team members,” said Steven Rule, administrator of the 120-bed Ardie 
R. Copas State Veterans’ Nursing Home in the Port St. Lucie community of Tradition. “For those 
wanting to apply, call (772) 241-6132 or visit us online at https://bit.ly/34nEiko. 

We encourage all who want to serve our state’s most deserving veterans to apply for all positions of 
interest.”  

Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 

Update 
Lt Col R. Steven Murray, USAF (Ret.) 
Communications & External Affairs Director, Florida Department of Veterans' 
Affairs 
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The new 121,000 square foot facility is 
located at 13000 SW Tradition Parkway, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34987.   

“We know families of potential residents 
are also looking forward to our opening,” 
said Rule. “To apply for residency, we 
ask families to contact our facility at 
(772) 241-6132 and let the receptionist 
know you are interested in receiving a 
new resident application. If you would 
like a tour of our new state-of-the-art 
facility, you may schedule an 
appointment either before or after completing the application. We look forward to meeting you and 
your family members and caring for your loved ones. It is our duty and honor.” 

The state veterans’ nursing home is named in honor of a Medal of Honor recipient from the 
Vietnam War – Fort Pierce and St. Lucie County native Sergeant Ardie R. Copas.  

The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs operates six veterans’ nursing homes in Daytona 
Beach, Land O’ Lakes, Pembroke Pines, Panama City, Port Charlotte and St. Augustine and one 
veterans’ assisted living facility in Lake City. A veterans’ nursing home in Orlando is also scheduled 
to open in 2022.        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to encourage our Florida MOAA Chapters who do not have a Veteran representative 
sitting on your local Mayor’s Council to apply and get a MOAA veteran on your Council.  Better yet, 
if the Mayor does not have a Veterans Council, step-up and volunteer to put one in place!  I can 
unequivocally say that by sitting on two different Mayor’s Veteran Councils that I keep abreast of the 
state of our veterans in our community.   By combining the strong advocacy of MOAA with other 
military and veteran organizations, the Council becomes a very powerful voice at the ground level to 
influence our military, veterans, and families in our own backyard!    
 
As a MOAA representative on a Mayor’s Council, we can advocate and gather additional support for 
Federal Veterans Legislation from other military organizations (safety in numbers!).  Another huge 
benefit is helping to influence and gain support for Florida State Veteran Legislation for our military, 
veterans, and families. Right now, in Tallahassee there are 42 House Bills and 14 Senate Bills just 
on military, veterans and their families. A great example of the power of a Mayor’s Veterans 

Florida Veterans Council Update 
MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC Committee Chair 

Florida Veterans Council 

Continued on next page 
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Counsel is when they get behind and influence specific Bills by sending a letter of endorsement to 
Legislators.   
 
Florida Senate Bill SB 562 and Florida House Bill HB 559 (click on links (SB 562, HB 559) are the 
Faster Military Spouse Professional Licensing Advances, and are getting some traction but they 
still need additional letters of endorsement from MOAA members (and sending a letter from a 
Mayor’s Council is another powerful endorsement!).  The Bill would expedite the processing and 
issuing of professional and occupational licenses and waive the fee in some cases for the spouses 
of active-duty military personnel living in Florida.  Please click on the links to sound off to your 
Legislators:  (yellow members sit on the Appropriations Committee that will see the Bill next) 
  
Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security  
Members  
Chair: Senator Tom A. Wright (R)  Vice Chair: Senator Gayle Harrell (R)  
          Senator Danny Burgess (R)     Senator Janet Cruz (D)   Introduced the bill 
      Senator Audrey Gibson (D)      Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez (R)  
      Senator Victor M. Torres, Jr. (D)  

  
Committee on Regulated Industries  
Members  
Chair:       Senator Travis Hutson (R)  Vice Chair: Senator Lauren Book (D)  

Senator Ben Albritton (R)         Senator Joe Gruters (R)  
Senator Ed Hooper (R)             Senator Kathleen Passidomo (R)  
Senator Ray Wesley Rodrigues (R)  Senator Darryl Ervin Rouson (D)  
Senator Linda Stewart (D)  

  
The Florida Veterans and FDVA Council unanimously agreed to go forward with a letter of 
endorsement from the entire Council to our Florida Legislators in support of  
SB 358 -  Professional Counselors Licensure Compact (Ana Rodriguez, District 39 Monroe and part 
of Miami Dade), SB 562 - Military Occupational Licensure (Janet Cruz, District 18 and part of 
Hillsborough), SB 478 - Suicide Prevention (Jason Brodeur, District 9, Seminole and part of 
Volusia), SB 550 - Unlawful Employment Practices (Janet Cruz, District 18 and part 
of Hillsborough), HB 2165  - Florida Veterans Legal Helpline (Traci Koster, District 64 parts of 
Hillsborough/Pinellas), and HB 4829  - Shield of Faith (SOF) Missions - Suicide Prevention (Ms. 
Fentrice Driskell, District 63 part of Hillsborough).   
 
Please go into www.myfloridahouse.gov for House of Representatives sponsoring House Bills (HB), 
and go into the Florida Senate site www.flsenate.gov for sponsors of Senate Bills (SB).  On the 
website, it is easy to locate the Legislator and write an email in support of the above Florida House 
and Senate bills.  We need the might of MOAA behind us, and I encourage you to inform your 
chapter members and your Mayor’s Council to get engaged to remind Legislators that Florida 
MOAA members are a force to be reckoned with!! 
 
  

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/562
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/559
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S14
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S25
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S20
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S18
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S6
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S39
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S15
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S7
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S32
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S26
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S23
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S16
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S28
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S27
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S19
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S13
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/
http://www.flsenate.gov/
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Military Discounts at Home Depot and Lowes 
 

 
You probably know that you can get a ten percent discount at both Home Depot and Lowes.  If you 
didn’t know about the discounts, you’re going to be very interested in this piece.  If you know about 
the discounts, you’ll learn about recent changes, so you had better keep reading. 
The best thing to do is check out their websites for details, but here’s the Readers Digest version. 
 
For Lowes, if you have not done so already, go to Lowes.com.  If you don’t have an account, create 
one.   Once you are in their system, click on your name.  Slide down to “military discount.”  Click on 
it.  You will be taken to a different website called “ID.me.”  Follow the instructions on ID.me and they 
will verify your eligibility as a veteran.  Don’t ask me how they know, but they verified me in 
seconds.  ID.me will ask you to create a password.  You should do so and record it.  This was not 
the first time I have used ID.me to verify my veteran status.  I suspect it won’t be my last. 
 
You’ll be sent back to lowes.com and it will tell you that you are now eligible for the ten percent 
discount.  Then the next time you go to Lowes, when you are finished shopping, just tell the cashier 
that you are a veteran.  The cashier will ask you for your phone number.  That’s how they identify 
you. 
 
For Home Depot, up until the first of this year, you would simply whip out your military ID and show 
it to your cashier.   
 
Recently, they changed the procedure.  They want you to download a unique QR code, which a 
cashier (or you when you do a self checkout) simply scans and the discount is applied.  A good way 
to get your QR code is to download the Home Depot app.  If you don’t have an account, set it up.  
Once set up, click on “military discount.”  Follow the instructions, which includes the same ID.me set 
up and it will take you back to the HD app.  There you will see the multi-dot QR code. 
The next time, you go to Home Depot, when you get ready to pay, pull out your smart phone, click 
on the Home Depot app, click on “account,” click on “military discount,” and your code comes up.  
Simply scan it and watch as ten percent drops off the prices on the screen. 
 
I had the idea of taking a screen shot of the QR code and using that, which would eliminate the 
need of opening the app and finding your QR code.  The problem is…this won’t work.  They change 
the code routinely.  
 
Suggestion:  Set up both Lowes and Home Depot.  It takes just a minute or two.  Then, the first time 
you go to use either, do not try to check out with a thousand dollars in merchandise.  Try it with a 
small purchase.  Make sure it works before you load up a refrigerator… 
 
It’s simple to arrange the discount when you checkout at either store with a cashier.  It’s also pretty 

Personal Affairs 
Col Paul Loschiavo, USMCR (Ret) 

Continued on next page 
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easy at self-checkouts, too.  At Lowes, before you pay, just call over the Lowes person whose job it 
is to supervise customers checking out.  At Home Depot, just scan the QR code that you have in 
your phone.  Note: Home Depot also offers the discount to spouses of eligible veterans. 
 
If this is the first time you have heard about these discounts, once you’ve set them up and 
completed a test run, go pick up a pile of stuff.  Figure out how much you’ve saved, courtesy of your 
favorite FCOC Personal Affairs author and send a check for half the savings to… the MOAA 
Foundation. 
 
You didn’t think that I’d say me, did you?  Shame on you! 
On second thought, you can buy me a cold one at the convention!  ;-) 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Loneliness is a state of mind and a heart-felt sensation.  It can occur in a 
marriage, at a crowded fun party, or on a walk on the beach.  It seizes 
opportunities to be with us.  When you re a Surviving Spouse, it can be your 
constant companion.  Those who have suffered the loss of a loved one know 

that grief does fade..eventually…thankfully. 
 
Loneliness, though, is chronic when you lose a spouse.  It rears its ugly head when you wonder… 

o are the children too young for their own phone? 
o is this a good shade of blue for the bathroom? 
o is it too soon to plant the annuals? 
o should I buy or sell investments? 
o does the car need maintenance or replacement? 

 
These are topics you share with a spouse, and you miss the back and forth of the decision making.  
Or some of these decisions were, by agreement, ceded to your spouse.  In that moment you can 
feel very alone. 
 
Some other moments that trigger loneliness are holidays and special events.  The best examples 
are the New Year’s Eve kiss and Valentine’s Day.  Since the February holiday is just around the 
corner, make a plan to be joyful, not lonely.  Find some ways to nourish your spirit.  The happiest 
people are the ones who are thankful for their blessings and make another smile. 
 
So let’s call a friend.  Send cards with a little gift to the grandchildren.  Share some candy with a 
neighbor who you appreciate or might lean on someday.  Pray for those at war or imprisoned.  Take 
a moment each day to reflect on the things you are grateful for.  
MOAA gives us so many opportunities to be involved and serve others.  We can volunteer for a 
Chapter position, head a Committee, befriend new members, console those with sorrows, or 
become active in State and National legislative issues. 

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Patricia Green, Surviving Spouse Liaison 

Continued on next page 
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You can do as little or as much as you wish in a MOAA Chapter.  But if you take advantage of the 
opportunity to volunteer, the benefits will be a stronger organization, renewed and new friendships, 
and a focus on the future.  You will Nourish your soul.  Learn to like living independently. Let joy and 
gratefulness displace loneliness. 
 
Happy February! 
 
 

Fun in the Sun!  
Behind the Scenes of the FCOC 2022 Convention 
Marty Brown, Publicity Coordinator 
FCOC Convention 2022 
n4gl.marty@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Support the MOAA Foundation (TMF) 
This video says it all! 
 

https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-foundation/the-moaa-
foundation/ 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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Let’s review the Mission of the MOAA Foundation: 
 
The MOAA Foundation creates, enhances, expands, or 
supports high-impact, proven-successful programs and 
services that enable the nation's uniformed service members 
and veterans of all ranks and their families to maintain a 
quality of life reflective of their selfless service to America. The 
foundation funds these programs and services through 
philanthropic contributions from the American people and 
organizations that support our mission. 
 

These are the four categories of assistance.   
 

 Career Transition 

 Professional Education and Outreach 

 Military Spouse Professional Development 

 Community Outreach 
 

Sponsored by Fleet Landing, the FCOC 2022 Convention 
Casino Night offers a purpose for fun and games of chance! 
This is the primary fundraising event associated with our 
convention, and it provides an excellent opportunity for us all to 
support the MOAA foundation. All proceeds from Casino Night 
go to the MOAA Foundation. Please Support this philanthropic 
foundation. 
  
Listed below are Chapters and Councils that received grants in 
2021. You can see that TMF fills in some important gaps for 
our military families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-foundation/moaa-foundation-programs/#career
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-foundation/moaa-foundation-programs/#Education
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-foundation/moaa-foundation-programs/#Spouse
file:///C:/Users/n4glm/Desktop/FCOC%20Convention%202022/Community%20Outreach
https://www.moaafl.org/Convention.aspx?ConvYear=2022
https://www.fleetlanding.com/
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Florida Council of Chapters “Chapter News”   
 

 
 
 
 

MOAA Citrus County Chapter member and 2022 Chapter President-elect, COL Pete Tan, USA 
(Ret), was sworn in as one of the Civilian Aids to the Secretary of the Army (CASAs) on November 
16, 2021.  CASAs are business and community leaders appointed by the Secretary to advise and 
support Army military leaders across the country.  COL Tan was inducted as a Civilian Aide to 
Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth. COL Tan joined eight others from across the continental 
United States and Guam who were appointed to the post. The ceremony was on Zoom and 13 
MOAA chapter and family members watched the event from the Tan’s house as the secretary 
discussed the mission of the program and talked about each inductee. Then she administered the 
oath of office to the aides. Among other things, the CASA aide helps in recruitment, in promoting 
diversity and inclusion in the Army, and in particular, partner with the Soldier for Life program to 
assist Soldiers as they transition from the Army.  CASAs are afforded a 3-star protocol status as 
employees of the Army Secretary who serve as volunteers. 

COL Tan retired as a colonel in the Dental Corps of the Army Reserve after 36 years with the Army. 
He is an oral and maxillofacial surgeon. Among his many positions, he has served as the highest 
ranking Reserve Dental Corps officer in the Office of the Surgeon General and Pentagon. He was 
the second in command of the Pacific Regional Dental Command, as well as of the Europe 
Regional Dental Command. He commanded the 185th Dental Company and the 7301 Medical 
Training Support Battalion. He previously had a private practice in oral and maxillofacial surgery in 
Maryland and taught for the Army and for the University of Maryland, among other places.  Dr. 
Tan’s family includes four generations of Soldiers serving the United States.   

 
 

For more information about 
Civilian Aides to the Secretary 
of the Army, go to 
https://www.army.mil/casa   
 
 
 

Citrus County Chapter 
By COL Mark Bodenheim USAR (Ret), Membership Director, Citrus 
County Chapter 
 

COL Tan and spouse Grace (center) 
pictured with family members, 
chapter members and friends who 
were present during the CASA 
induction ceremony. 

Find & Join 
a Chapter 
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The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) Citrus County Chapter installed its 2022 
through 2023 chapter officers and board directors during a ceremonial 40th anniversary and 
installation dinner on Dec 2, 2021, at Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Officers installed are (seated right to left):  
President COL Pete Tan, USA (Ret); Vice 
President COL Curt Ebitz, USA (Ret); 
Treasurer LCDR Gary Runyon, USN (Ret); 
Secretary MAJ Rich Reddy, USA (FMR); 
(Standing Right To Left): Installation 
Officer, Speaker and National MOAA 
Board Member COL Ted Janosko, USA 
(Ret); Membership And Communications 
Director COL Mark Bodenheim, USA (Ret); 
Legislative Director MAJ Robert Bugner, 
ARNG (Ret); Immediate Past President 
CAPT Terri Harrison, USN (Ret); Special 
Events Director Lt. Col Tom Pettegrew, 
USAF (Ret); Personal Affairs and Surviving 
Spouse Director CDR Sherri Turner, USN 
(Ret). 

Current MOAA Citrus County Chapter 
president, CAPT Terri Harrison, USN 

(Ret) receives a national MOAA 
congratulations letter on the 40th 

anniversary of the chapter’s existence 
from national MOAA board member 

COL Ted Janosko, USA (Ret). 

MOAA Citrus County Chapter President, CAPT 
Terri Harrison, USN (Ret) receives the national 
MOAA 2020 Five Star Level of Excellence (LOE) 
award from national MOAA board member (left) 
COL Ted Janosko, USA (Ret). The Five Star 
chapter LOE award is the highest award a chapter 
may receive based upon its operations, 
communications, membership services and 
community engagement. 

Continued on next page 
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Clearwater Chapter Pearl Harbor Commemoration  
The Clearwater Chapter MOAA held a Pearl Harbor Commemoration luncheon on December 7th at 
the Clearwater Country Club. The ceremony included an honor guard from the Clearwater High 

The incoming 2022 MOAA Citrus County 
Chapter president, COL Pete Tan, USA 
(Ret), presents a Navy memento box to 
outgoing chapter president CAPT Terri 

Harrison, USN (Ret), for her leadership of 
the chapter over the past two years.  

The Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) Citrus County Chapter president 
(right), COL Pete Tan, USA (Ret), presents 
a certificate of appreciation to Citrus County 
Commissioner Ruthie Davis Schlabach for 
her presentation during the MOAA 
sponsored speaker event on Jan 13, 2022 
at the American Legion Post 155 venue.  
Commissioner Schlabach spoke about and 
answered questions on a number of topics 
affecting our county to include veteran 
issues.  The chapter’s next sponsored 
speaker event is March 10th at 10AM with 
Citrus County Commissioner Holly L. Davis 
as the speaker.  All veterans and the public 
are invited to attend. 

Clearwater Chapter  
Robert J (Jim) Souders, Maj USAF Ret 
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School JROTC program, a Precision Drill Performance, the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the 
National Anthem sung by Samantha Satterfield, the grand daughter of a Pearl Harbor survivor.  
There was also a POW Table ceremony conducted by LTC Ret USA Dave Mason and LTC Ret 
USA Steve Hodges honoring POW/MIAs, the invocation by Maj USMC Ret Skip Hartnett, a candle 
lighting ceremony conducted by the Presidents of the Clearwater and St. Petersburg Chapters and 
the Commander of the Military Orders of the World Wars, and the luncheon Speaker LT USN Gary 
Williams. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clearwater High School JROTC Color 
Guard Posting the colors (L-R) Myla 
Shinn, Triatan Harvey, Jeff Boggess, 

Jayden Stomberg) 

 

LCDR Gary Williams, USN (Ret) tells 
stories about Dec 7, Pearl Harbor, The 

Day That Will Live in Infamy 

 

LCDR Eric Anderson, USN (Ret); BG Jeff 
Doll, USA (Ret); & LTC Richard Gouin, 

USA (Ret) conduct the Candle Ceremony 

 

A fine looking Dessert 
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Expert interrogator James Wilson speaks at MOAA 
January Luncheon 
 
James Wilson is presented with a Certificate of Appreciation by 
Gary Bridges, COL, USA (ret) MOAA’s 1st Vice President and 
Programs Chairman.  Mr. Wilson is holding his most recent 
book, Interview with a Terrorist. 
 
 
 
 
 

RADM Larry Chambers, USN (Ret) Honored 

On Friday, January 21st, the Sun City Center 
area service organizations gathered to honor 
long-time MOAA Sun City Center Chapter 
member RADM Larry Chambers, USN (Ret), 
who recently observed his 92nd birthday.  
RADM Chambers is in the middle in red. 

A graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy class of 1952 and former skipper of 
the Midway during the Vietnam War, RADM 
Chambers has been recognized for many 
achievements in his naval career. The 
program included videos depicting his heroic 
decision-making in Operation Frequent Wind 
on the last days of the Vietnam War. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sun City Center Chapter   
Ed Mooney, LTC USA (ret), Board Secretary/Publicity Chair  
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Professional Development Day Dodgertown 
Elementary School 
 
On November 8th, 2021 Captain Tad Woodhull of the 
United States Air Force, took the time to do a brief 
Veteran's Day presentation for the students and staff of 
Dodgertown Elementary in lieu of Veterans Day. Thank 
you for your service, Captain Woodhull. We are forever 
grateful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Service / Installation of Officers and Board 
Members 
 
On 20 January 2022, the Pensacola Chapter held its Annual Memorial 
Service and Installation of Officers and Board members at the 
Pensacola Yacht Club.  The meeting opened with the Parade of 
Colors by Pensacola High School Air Force JROTC Color Guard, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was called to 
order by PMOAA President Captain Dean Kirschner, USA (Former).  
RADM Joan Engel, USN (Ret) introduced the Procedure for the 
Memorial Service.  Fr. John Licari led the very solemn and moving 
Memorial Meditation honoring the 13 members who passed away last 
year.  This was followed by the playing of Taps by McGuire’s Pipe 
Major, Michael Vazzana who later played Amazing Grace on the 
bagpipes. 
 

Indian River Chapter 
LTC Carroll Oates, USA (Ret), President Indian River Chapter MOAA 

Pensacola Chapter 
Jean Booton, Beacon Editor 
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After a delicious dinner, COL Michael Borders, USA (Ret) Florida Council of Chapters President, 
swore in the entire 2022 Pensacola Chapter Officers and Board of Directors and gave a most 
motivating speech. 
 
The meeting closed with a rousing bagpipe rendition of the Salute to the Armed Forces Medley with 
each service standing and singing their anthem. 
 
A memorable evening was had by all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On 11 January, FCoC President Mike Borders, installed the Board of his home chapter for the 2022-
2024 term of office. Mike had been President for some time and he passed the gavel to ColonelBob 
Brooks, USAF (Ret). Bob has done the newsletter since the chapter was reactivated in late 2014. 
All other board members remained at their posts.  

South Central Florida Chapter 
COL Mike Borders, USA (Ret) 
 

Col Gilbert Ahl, USAF (Ret) – Board Member, COL Walter Sawyer, USA (Ret) – 
Board Member, MAJ Molly Werner, USA (Ret) – Second Vice President, RADM Joan 
Engel, USN (Ret) – Secretary, LCDR Ray Judd, USN (Ret) - First Vice-President, Col 

Joe Kinego, USAF (Ret) – Board Member, CAPT Ken Pyle, USN (Ret) – Board 
Member, LCDR Trumin Brown, USN (Ret) – Board Member, LtCol Robert Nelson, 

USMC (Ret) – Treasurer, CPT Dean Kirschner, USA (Former) – President 
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The Kingdom of the Sun Chapter held their January 6, 2022, meeting at the Braised Onion in Ocala, 
Florida. Social distancing was the rule of the day.    

The Call to Order was conducted by the Chapter President, Lt Col Carol Walker, USAF (Ret). Our 
Installation Officer was COL Henry Ince, USA (Ret). Henry was the former President of the local 
KOS Chapter 1997-1998 and a past President of the Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC). COL Ince 
conducted the installation of our elected KOS Officers and KOS Directors. The following Officers 
were elected to serve in 2022: President - MAJ Joseph Voge USA (Ret), 1st Vice President-COL 
Craig Ham USA (Ret),  2nd Vice President-COL Nick Navetta USA (Ret), Secretary-Col James 
Alsobrook (USAF (RET), and Treasurer-Mrs Linda Byrd (SSM). The following KOS members were 
elected and have agreed to serve as KOS Directors: CDR Tom Dann USCG (Ret), Mrs. Barbara 
LaFleur (SSM), LTC Frank Rasbury USA (Ret), COL Robert Schlegel USA (Ret), and LTC Carolyn 
Smith USA (Ret). 

 

Kingdom of the Sun Chapter   
LTC Arlo Janssen, USA (Ret), Editor of the Sunbeams, KOS/MOAA  

Pictured (L to R): COL, USA (Ret) Mike Borders (outgoing chapter President and FCoC President; Col, 
USAF (Ret) Bob Brooks, new chapter President; 1LT, USA (Fmr) Dave Grey, Treasurer; LCDR, USN (Ret) 
Bob Posthumus, Membership; CPT, USA (Fmr) Glenn West, Vice President; CW4, USA (Ret) Doug Tait, 
Secretary; LTC, ARNG (Ret) Craig Smith, Surviving Spouse/Personal Affairs.   Not pictured, Legislative 

Affairs Chair Charley Dye, Commander, USNR (Ret), and Chaplain Ken Kirk, Colonel, USA (Ret). 
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The next KOS Chapter meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 3, 2022, at the Braised Onion. 
The February program is hosted by the Ladies of KOS, and it is always a great program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BG Henrik Larsen, Danish Senior National Representative to US CENTCOM, Chairman of the 
Coalition and Honorary MOAA Tampa Chapter Member performed the duties of installation of 
MOAA Tampa Chapter’s Officers and Directors at the January monthly luncheon.  
 

Tampa Chapter 
Sara Marks, CAPT NC USN (Ret), Editor, The Retrospect 
 

The elected KOS Officers receiving their oath of office from COL Henry 
Ince,  USA 

L-R: James Alsobrook, Carolyn Smith, Robert Schlegel, Frank Rasbury, 
Barbara LaFleur, Tom Dann, Carol Walker, Linda Byrd, Nick Navetta, Craig 

Ham, Joe Voge, and Henry Ince. 
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MOAA Tampa Inaugural Winter Gala  
 
It’s hard to say in a few words how much fun everyone had our MOAA Tampa Inaugural Gala held 
December 10, 2021.  I’ll simply share comments from the Chairman of this event Dick Siegman, and 
comments from the Freedom High School NJROTC Senior Naval Science Instructor and a sample 
of comments provided from two of the cadets, along with the induction of one of our Coalition 
Partners, two of MOAA Tampa Chapter’s members who shared their art and leave you with a link to 
the January MOAA Tampa’s monthly newsletter, The Retrospect with more complete highlights of 
this Winter Gala.  Photo credits: Joe Photo Tampa. 
                                                 
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GALA 
 
“Some of the words heard about our first Winter Gala: “Knocked out of the Park, Remarkable, 
Marvelous, Exceptional, Noteworthy, Wonderful, Fabulous, and on and on!”  I could not be prouder 
to have been Chairman of this our first event, with a great team that put this event together, and I'm 
sure it won't be the last. I had several Ladies say, "With the casual Florida sportswear, it is hard to 
find someplace or something to get really dressed up for"! Well, here it is and more to come. 

L-R:  BG Henrik Larsen, Treasurer, LTC Kenneth Martin, USMC RET, President, COL Charles Dalcourt, USA RET, 
2nd Vice President LTC Matthew Mularoni, USA RET, Immediate Past President, COL Carol Zieres, USA RET, 
Communications Director, CAPT Sara Marks, NC USN RET, Legislative Affairs Director, LTC Reginald Williams, 

USA RET and Education, Training & Events Director, LTC Richard Siegman, USAF RET. 
 

Not pictured: 1st Vice President, COL William Schneider, USA RET, Secretary, CDR Geoff Harrington, USNR 
RET, Surviving Spouses Liaison, Ms. Renee Brunelle, and Legal Affairs Director, William Mitchell, LTJG USN 

(Former). 
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The evening started out with Cocktail hour on 
the patio with our ensemble playing in the 
background. Everyone started off with two drink 
cards to enliven the evening.  With an hour to 
enjoy our art show and view our donated silent 
auction items. Then a call to the Ball Room for 
dinner and entertainment. 
 
The evening started with Freedom High School 
NJROTC posting the colors and a fabulous 
singer with the National Anthem which was 
followed again with Freedom High School 
NJROTC doing a fantastic "Remembrance" at 
the MIA/POW table followed with the ensemble 
playing "TAPS".  This was followed by several 
toasts and introductions. Then we started 
dinner which featured "Filet Mignon, Salmon, 
Chicken and Vegetarian" meal choices.  And in 
the background was our own Ginger playing 
piano with holiday music and when she took a 
break our ensemble took over.  
  
With dining ending we had our Raffle and then the winners of the Silent Auction. This was followed 
by the stirring rendition of "Old Glory" which was ended with a standing ovation. The evening ended 
with our own Chaplain giving a stirring Benediction. 
  
The evening was over "oh so soon" with moans of "encore" we want 
more.  I'm already looking to next year's Gala with a new team.  Please 
make plans to attend now, tentatively set for Dec. 16th. You will not be 
disappointed!!!!” --- Richard "Dick" Siegman, Lt. Col. USAF (Ret) and 
Chairman, 1st Winter Gala 
 
 
A NEW HONORARY MOAA TAMPA CHAPTER MEMBER 
 

BG Larsen was presented his Honorary Member 
certificate by MOAA Tampa Chapter President, COL 
Charles Dalcourt, USA RET assisted by MOAA 
Tampa Chapter Secretary, CDR Geoff Harrington, 
USNR RET 
Brigadier General Henrik Larsen, Danish Senior 
National Representative to US CENTCOM and 
Chairman of the Coalition honored at the Winter Gala 
as an Honorary Member of the MOAA Tampa 
Chapter for all the support that he has provided to 
MOAA Tampa supporting our luncheon and Operation 
Helping Hand dinners by bringing Coalition Partners. 

Lt Col (Ret) Dick Siegman and his 
lovely wife Nicky. 
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During the pandemic when the MOAA Tampa Chapter held virtual luncheons he was our guest 
speaker. He’s also been a regular contributor to MOAA Tampa monthly newsletter, The Retrospect 
for the last year and half providing input from the Coalition. It was a great pleasure to present BG 
Larsen this most esteemed award. Welcome to our chapter!  
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL’S NJROTC 
SUPPORTS MOAA TAMPA’S WINTER 
GALA 
 
“How do the youth of today learn about 
those who paved the road before them? 
How often do they truly get the chance to 
sit down and listen to their stories and 
learn from their advice? These 
opportunities are, too often, few and far 
between. A handful of cadets from the 
Freedom High School NJROTC program 
were given this opportunity during the 
MOAA Christmas Gala on December 

10th.” 
LCDR Pettis Sims, USN (Ret) Senior Naval 
Science Instructor, Freedom High School  
 
Some comments from the Freedom High School NJROTC Cadets:  
 
Cadet Carlaen Ross - 9th Grade  
Last Friday I had the opportunity to participate in a POW/MIA ceremony.  It was a super awesome 
experience to represent Army veterans and the rest of the branches, especially those that we have 
lost.  I really enjoyed talking to the veterans that were at my table and listening to some unique and 
interesting stories. They passed on a lot of life advice that I am going to consider following.  The 
presentation was phenomenal and I’m sure it really touched everyone's hearts.  The decorations 
were so pretty, and I felt good knowing I helped put up the Flags up.  The food was amazing, and I 
enjoyed every bit of it.  I loved seeing everyone dressed up and having fun.  Overall, I had an 
amazing night, and I am so thankful and happy to have gotten the opportunity to go to the 2021 
MOAA Tampa Gala. 
 
Cadet A Rodriguez - 12th Grade 
 
The Gala was so much fun! I loved every second of it and talking to so many people from different 
branches was really an experience. I was glad I was able to talk to some old officers and got some 
guidance and great advice! I would love to attend something like that again and I'm glad that I was a 
part of something that great. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Freedom High School NJROTC 
Cadets and their instructors. 
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TALENTED MOAA TAMPA CHAPTER MEMBERS DISPLAY THEIR ART AT THE GALA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MORE HIGHLIGHTS OF MOAA TAMPA’S WINTER GALA SEE THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
Click on our link to the January 2022 edition of the MOAA Tampa’s The Retrospect with more 
articles and photos from this wonderful Inaugural Winter Gala Event:  
https://www.moaatampa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/January-2022.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
MOAACC’s 2022 Officers and Board Installation Dinner 
 
On January 15, 2022, MOAACC’s new officers were installed by VADM Donald Hagen, USN Ret., 
the 31st Surgeon General of the US Navy, at an installation banquet held at the Indian River Colony 
Club in Viera. Other chapter officers and directors were also sworn in to their positions on the Board 
of Directors. Chapter Awards for 2021 were also presented at the event. 
 
The Chapter Officers for 2022 are; 
 
President: CDR Kenneth Lowe, USNR (Ret.) 
1st Vice President: LTC Brian Whalen, USAF (Ret.)  
2nd Vice President: CDR William Cox, USNR (Ret.) 
Secretary: CPT. Arnold Lim, USNR (Ret.) 
Asst. Secretary: CPT. William B. Muckler, USMC (Fmr.) 
Treasurer: COL. Michael Schroeder, USA (Ret.) 
Asst. Treasurer: LTC William Vanasse, USA (Ret.) 
 

Cape Canaveral Chapter 
Marilyn M. Sanford, MOAACC Media Relations 
 

Artist Presenter, Immediate Past 
President, COL Carol Zieres, USA(Ret) 

 

Artist Presenter, LTC Bob 
Sawallesh, USA Ret 
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The following MOAACC members received 2021 awards: 
 

 Distinguished Service Award: COL Michael Schroeder, USA (Ret.) 

 Outstanding Citizen Award: CPT. Donn Weaver, USA (Fmr.) 

 Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) Leadership Award: COL. Steve Bond, USA (Ret.); COL. 
Gary Eppler, USAF (Ret.); CW3 Dan Smith, USA (Ret.); and LTC Tim Thomas, USA (Ret.) 

 MOAACC Award: Mary McIntyre (Spouse Member); Cozette Merritt (Senior Spouse Member) 

 MOAACC  Certificate of Merit: 1st LT. Doug Bissett, USA (Fmr.); COL Jerry Gill, USAR (Ret.); 
CW3 Amir Pishdad, USA (Ret.); and Marilyn Sanford (Spouse Member) 

 MOAACC Certificate of Appreciation: Grace Catron (Spouse Member); Lisa Schroeder 
(Spouse Member); Alexis Hopkins (Volunteer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COL Michael Schroeder (Center), with his 
wife Lisa (L), receives the Distinguished 
Service Award for 2021 from MOAACC 
President Steve Bond (R) 

VADM Donald Hagen installs (L-R) CDR 
Kenneth Lowe; LTC Joseph Tichich; COL 
Michael Schroeder; COL Mike Gautreaux; 
COL Steve Bond; LTC Brian Whalen; LTC 

William Vanasse; CPT William Muckler; CDR 
William Cox 

President Steve Bond (R) presents 
MOAACC awards to Cozette Meritt (L) and 
Mary McIntyre (Center) 
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Friday (1/07/22) LtCol Joe Ruthenberg, USMC (Ret) represented our 
Historic Mayport Chapter at the Raines High School U.S. Army Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps awards dinner at the University of 
North Florida campus. The awardee was Cadet Samuel Harris, for 
having demonstrated exceptional potential for military leadership as a 
member of the Raines JROTC unit. As the unit’s outstanding junior he 
can wear the medal with pride through his final year as a senior. Well 
done to Cadet Harris and Many Thanks to Joe for representing our 
Chapter and looking extremely sharp - Well Done Sir!! 
 

Monday (2/24/22): The No-Dough-Dinner (NDD) at USO Mayport 
during the afternoon provided fried chicken dinners with fixings to 
active-duty enlisted families at no cost. Thank You to those Chapter 
members who were able to volunteer! - Dick Beltson, Pam Hamilton, 
Mary Kluever, John & Louise Lones, Dave & Mary-Pat Lynch, Karl 
Price, Nancy Russell, and Peggy Steck. Families had pre-registered 

2022 President Kenneth Lowe (L) receives 
the gavel from VADM Donald Hagen (R) 

FCOC Vice President Lorraine Holland 
presents the FCOC Leadership Award to 
outgoing MOAACC President Steve Bond 

Historic Mayport Chapter 
CDR Pat Kluever, USN (Ret) 
 

Continued on next page 

https://www.moaafl.org/Chapters.aspx
https://www.moaafl.org/Chapters.aspx


February 2022 

 

  
 

 The Council Communiqué                 Page 35 

Find & Join 
a Chapter 

 

for one of three 30 minute time 
slots. Starting at 2:30 pm a team 
worked inside to prepare the food 
bags for the first 30 minute group 
of pre-registered active-duty 
enlisted military families. Starting 
at 4:00 pm a team positioned 
outside to check I.D. cards, send 
runners in for the pre-prepared 
food bags for each registered 
family, and then deliver the bags 
into family vehicles with no 
contact. The inside team 
continued to work to prepare food 
bags for the next 30 minute group 

of military families. Long lines formed at the beginning of each time slot, but the food was delivered 
quickly and the wait was minimal for families.  Also a big Thank You to the Fletcher High School 
students that helped with the NDD that day to sort chicken, deserts, load bags, and act as runners! 
 
Tuesday (2/25/22): Historic Mayport Chapter’s Vice President Major General Dick Beltson, USA 
(Ret) shared his perspective on the War in Vietnam with a large audience of 100 or more Fleet 
Landing residents, staff and Chapter members. The briefing was thorough and well researched and 
a crowd surrounded Dick after the brief to ask questions and provide comments - Well Done, Dick, 
and Thank You. 

!!  
 

At the meeting Chapter President Kluever arrayed eleven sets of name tags for pick up by the new 
members that he announced and welcomed aboard.  
 
He noted that leadership awards had been presented at the 7-8 January Florida Council of 
Chapters (FCoC) annual Leadership Training Seminar in Orlando at the Rosen Center. Vice 
President Beltson had received his award there, but came forward to receive his FCoC leadership 
pin. Kluever presented FCoC leadership awards and pins to Chapter members COL Beryl Hubbard, 
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USAF (Ret); CDR Jim Karr, USN (Ret); CDR John Lones, USN (Ret); LTC Bruce Osborne, USA 
(Ret); 1LT Larry Rose, USA; and LtCol Joe Ruthenberg, USMC (Ret) - Well Done Gentlemen!! 
 
January 25-27, 2022: And finally, four Historic Mayport Chapter member-couples took a road trip to 
Boca Raton to attend the "Machu Picchu and The Golden Empires of Peru" exhibit at the local 
museum of art. The exhibit included two floors of artifacts with numerous interpretive displays 
regarding life in those civilizations, abundant gold (male) and silver (female) adornments were on 
display, and the exhibit included entire wall-sized displays and movies topped off by a 9 minute 
virtual reality full-motion flight with the ruler of Machu Picchu above and around that ancient city - 
fun and definitely not long enough! Many thanks to Dante and Meg Capurro for planning a great 
event and a culinary extravaganza that included a Mississippi BBQ dinner, lunch at Vinny & Sal’s 
Italian Deli and the full range of Peruvian tastes at the Warike Peruvian Bistro - Well Done Dante & 
Meg!! 

 

Answer?  It’s kind of a trick question, because it only happened last October 15th, 2021.  The 
USCGC EMLEN TUNNELL is the 45th fast response cutter, named for Tunnell who served in the 
Coast Guard during and after World War II (1943-1946) as a steward’s mate.  Tunnell was 
credited with saving the lives of two shipmates on different occasions and then went on to have a 
successful career in the NFL. 
 
Tunnell grew up in Philadelphia and eventually attended the University of Toledo to play football in 
1942, but was knocked unconscious by a collision that broke his neck. Told he would never play 
football again, he turned to basketball at Toledo instead, but like many American men during this 
time period, he wanted to enlist in the military. 
He approached the Army and the Navy, but was rejected to serve because of his neck injury. This 
did not stop him from wanting to serve his country and with persistence, Tunnell was able to enlist 
in the Coast Guard despite never being on a boat and barely being able to swim. 
 
Tunnell became a steward's mate and was one of five African-Americans assigned to the USS 
Etamin, where he made friends by talking about sports. One of those buddies was Machinist's 
Mate First Class Fred Shaver. 
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On April 27, 1944, the Coast Guard-manned cargo ship USS Etamin was unloading 6000 tons of 
explosives and gasoline while at anchor at Aitape Harbor, Papua New Guinea. Without warning, 
Etamin was attacked by Japanese aircraft and a torpedo blew a hole 27 feet by 27 feet in the ship’s 
starboard side. 
 
With the shell plating and shaft alley of Etamin ruptured, gasoline sprayed all over the ship and 
caused an explosion in the engine room.  Shaver stayed below deck with two other machinists, 
shutting down many of the ship’s functions to prevent a larger explosion. He was quickly engulfed 
by flames, and climbed a ladder to the deck for help.  Tunnell beat out the flames with his hands, 
and carried his shipmate to safety. Shaver was the only machinist to survive that day.  
 
“It was an amazingly brave thing for Emlen to do,” Shaver later told the New York Times. “Emlen 
ran after me across that deck like he was chasing a halfback. Then beat the flames out with his bare 
hands. He was burned, too. Emlen didn’t want to make a big deal out of it. But he is the one who 
helped me when I needed it.” 
 
Tunnell, who was known to speak in football 
metaphors, later recalled the sinking ship as “a 
small, tough fullback, without much speed, 
pounding forward every minute of the game.” 
 
Two years later, Tunnell – who was still not a great 
swimmer - jumped from the USS Tampa into frigid 
water to save a drowning shipmate, Alfred Givens. 
He was treated for hypothermia and shock. 
 
In recognition of Tunnell’s heroic actions, the 
commanding officer of Tampa, Cmdr. Ralph 
Jenkins, nominated Tunnell for the Silver Lifesaving 
Medal. A momentous occasion considering African 
Americans were not customarily awarded medals at 
that time in our history. Tunnell would receive a 
posthumous Combat Action Ribbon and Silver 
Lifesaving Medal. 
 
He would go on to play at Iowa and then for the NY 
Giants and Green Bay Packers for a total of 14 
seasons.  He set records of career interceptions 
(79), interception return yards (1282), was 6-time All 
Pro and in 9 Pro Bowls. 
 
In February 1967, Emlen Tunnell was elected to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame.  He was the first African-
American and the first player who played strictly as 
a defensive back to be inducted. 
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Sue Morse, Captain, USAF(Ret) and 
Past Editor of The Drumbeat is a 
"lucky winner". 
 

 

MILITARY OFFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (FCOC) 

 
The MOAA Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) is comprised of 41 Chapters 
with nearly 5,000 members and their families.  FCOC is one of MOAA’s largest 
Councils.  MOAA has a membership of over 380,000 members in all 50 States.  
 
The FCOC’s primary communication vehicles are our bi-monthly publication, 
The COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ and our Website www.MOAAFL.org  Ads run for 
one year. 
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ is distributed electronically to all our chapters, MOAA 
Headquarters in Virginia, and our influential contacts across the state of Florida.  
 
The COMMUNIQUÉ provides a unique forum for businesses to reach a select 
segment of the population.  The membership is patriotic and professional.  We 
encourage your business to reach out to our members by advertising in The 
COUNCIL COMMUNIQUÉ. 
  
In appreciation of Businesses that also support the FCOC Annual Convention 
with Ads in the Convention Souvenir Program Book within the last year the 
FCOC offers a discount for the same size Ad shown on the following Order 
Form.  
  
Thank you! 
 
FCOC 

 

Halifax 
Chapter Gets 
Coverage on 

deSantis 
Visit from the 

Daytona 
Beach News 

Journal  

 

 

 

   

 

Advertise with Us! 

Submitting Articles and Pictures for The Communiqué 
 
Articles can be attached to an email.  Microsoft Word works best (Ariel 12).  You can also type your information into the body of 
an email where it can be copied and pasted into the newsletter.  PDF files can also be used but without photos. 
 
Pictures should have a .jpg extension.  If you are sending pictures from your chapter, please include the chapter name and the 
names of those in the picture.  A few words on what the event is about will help interest the readers. 
 
If you have questions about your submission, contact 
 
Randy Fiebrandt 

rfiebs1953@gmail.com 
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 Florida Chapters & Web Sites (if available) 

Ancient City Chapter  
St. Augustine 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

  

Bay County Chapter  
PANAMA CITY 
Area: Northwest 

 
 

Bradenton Chapter  
Bradenton 

Area: South West 
View Website 

  

Broward County Chapter  
Deerfield Beach 
Area: Southeast 
View Website 

  

Cape Coral Chapter  
Cape Coral 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Cape Canaveral Chapter  
Patrick AFB 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

  

Central Florida Chapter  
Orlando 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

 

Charlotte Harbor Chapter  
Punta Gorda 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Clearwater Chapter  
CLEARWATER 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

  

Flagler County Chapter  
Palm Coast 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Florida Gold Coast Chapter  
Coral Gables 

Area: Southeast 
 
 

Florida Keys  
Islamorada 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

 

Gainesville Chapter  
Gainesville 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

 

Halifax Area Chapter  
Daytona Beach 

Area: East Central 
View Website 

  

Imperial Polk County Chapter  
Lakeland 

Area: Mid Central 
 
 

Indian River Chapter  
Vero Beach 

Area: East Central 

View Website 

 

Kingdom Of The Sun Chapter  
Ocala 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Lake & Sumter Counties 
Chapter  
Lady Lake 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Lee Coast Chapter, MOAA  
Sanibel Island 

Area: South West 
View Website 

 

Mayport Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 

View Website 

  

Mid-Florida Gulf Coast 
Chapter  

Palm Harbor 
Area: West Central 

View Website 
 

Military Officers Association of 
Sarasota, Inc.  

Sarasota 
Area: South West 

View Website 
  

Military Officers Association of 
South West Florida  

Naples 
Area: South West 

View Website 
 

Military Officers Club of 
Volusia County  

Orange City 
Area: East Central 

View Website 
 

MOAA of Citrus County  
Lecanto 

Area: Mid Central 
View Website 

  

Nassau County  
Fernandina Beach 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 

 

Northeast Florida Chapter  
Jacksonville 

Area: Northeast 
View Website 
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Northwest Florida Military Officers 
Association  

Fort Walton Beach 
Area: Northwest 
View Website 

  

Palm Beach Area Chapter  
Boynton Beach 
Area: Southeast 
View Website 

 

Palm Beach-Martin Counties 
Chapter  
Jupiter 

Area: Southeast 
View Website 

  

Pensacola Chapter  
Pensacola 

Area: Northwest 
View Website 

  

Santa Rosa Chapter  
Milton 

Area: Northwest 
 
 

 St. Petersburg Area Chapter 
St. Petersburg 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

 

South Central Florida Chapter  
Sebring 

Area: South West 
View Website 

  

South Dade Chapter 
Princeton 

Area: South East 

Sun City Center Chapter  
Sun City Center 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

 

Suncoast Chapter, MOAA  
Port Richey 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

 

Suwannee River Valley 
Chapter  
Lake City 

Area: Northeast 
View Website  

Tallahassee Chapter  
Tallahassee 

Area: Northwest 
View Website 

Tampa Chapter  
MacDill AFB 

Area: West Central 
View Website 

Treasure Coast Chapter  
Fort Pierce 

Area: East Central 
View Website 
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The Council Communiqué is the newsletter of the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCOC), Military Officers Association of 
America, and is published bimonthly: February, April, June, 
August, October, and December.  MOAA, it’s Councils and 
Chapters are non-partisan organizations. The Communiqué is 
intended for wide distribution via e-mail within the FCOC 
including Chapter Leaders and all Chapter Members in 
Florida.  A current issue of The Council Communiqué can 
be found at the Florida Council of Chapters Web Site: 
http://www.moaafl.org/, drop down menu Events/News.  
 
Opinions expressed by contributers are their own and may 
not express the positions of FCOC or the MOAA. 

OFFICERS 
President: COL Mike Borders, USA (Ret)  863-402-8292, presfcoc@gmail.com  (Diana) 

Vice President: CDR Patrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN (Ret)  540-775-4955, vpfcoc@gmail.com (Mary)  

NE Area Vice President: LTC Ron Birchall, USA (Ret)  904 794-2883, rebirch@comcast.net (Nancy) 

NW Area Vice President:  MAJ Nick Marotta,USAF (Ret)  954-415-7230  lfnick@msn.com  (Cheryl) 

EC Area Vice President: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388  lorraineholland@hotmail.com  

MC Area Vice President: LTC Dan Hill, LTC, USA (Ret)  863-212-5036  h.daniel.hill@gmail.com (Josie)  
WC Area Vice President: LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)  813-260-3105  bwblacks@aol.com  (Janet) 

SE Area Vice President: COL Paul Loschiavo, USMC (Ret)  561-310-4769  moaa.fcoc.sef@gmail.com 

SW Area Vice President: COL Tom Wagner, USA (Ret) 608-658-6254  redleg70@gmail.com  (Gloria) 

Secretary: COL Jon Gordon, USA (Ret)  941-923-2302  jmkpl@aol.com  (Mary) 

Treasurer: Marilyn Leehan  440-812-0100  mllfcoctreas@gmail.com  (Terry)  

Membership: COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)  321-831-7572  stevebond335@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President: Col Len Friedlander, USAF (Ret) 941-927-0996  lensrq223@gmail.com (Christa) 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Budget & Finance: Marilyn Leehan  440-812-0100   mlleehan@gmail.com  (Terry) 

Bylaws & Resolutions: MAJ Edward Lillich, USA (Ret)  727-546-2246  eraylillich@gmail.com   (Chris)  

Communiqué Editor: CDR Randy Fiebrandt, USCG (Ret)  954-806-7854  rfiebs1953@gmail.com   (Joan) 

Legislative Affairs: Lt Col Robert Bienvenue, USAF (Ret) 352-775-2183  rbienven@sprynet.com  (Barbara)  

Florida Veterans Council: MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret)  407-221-1388  lorraineholland@hotmail.com  

Florida Legislative Affairs: Lt Col Steve Murray, USAF (Ret)  850-668-1645, murrayr@fdva.state.fl.us   (Beth)  

Personal Affairs: Patricia Green, 407-774-7933  deg06@aol.com   

Religious Activities: COL Anthony “Tony” Clark, ARNG (Ret)  407-496-5249  chclark1995@gmail.com  

Web Site & FMMC/IMMC Ed: LCDR John Snyder, USN (Ret)  904-859-6099, jhsnyder41@gmail.com (Donna)  

FCOC Convention Coordinator: LTC Marc Oliveri, USAR (Ret)  561-753-7565, ltcolmarc@gmail.com (Jenine) 

Surviving Spouse Liaison: Patricia Green, 407-774-7933, deg06@aol.com   
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