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elected officials of your support. The pending legislation is items that
directly support Serving members of our Armed Forces, Veterans and
Retirees. Your support matters.
Our next luncheon is schedule for 26 May at the Clearwater Country Club.
Our guest speaker is Renee Burnelle from Pathfinder Downsizing. Renee is
going to give insights into her business and share information on making
these transitions. Should be a very informative lunch.
Together we are “One Powerful Voice”, Still Serving! Hooah!
Jeff Doll

The Drumbeat is published by the Clearwater Chapter which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan. The advertisements that appear in this publication also do not reflect an endorsement
by MOAA.
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CHAPTER NEWS
LUNCHEON NEWS

Wednesday May 26 Luncheon
Join us for Lunch at the Clearwater Country Club; 525 N Betty Lane, Clearwater. Directions: from
Drew Street turn North it’ll be the last right turn before the railroad tracks, from Palmetto Street
turn South it’ll be the first left after the tracks. COST: $20 per person. Please make check payable to Clearwater Chapter MOAA . Meal selections (if reservation is NOT made 0n-line) are to be
made by calling Jane Belson: (727) 535-9151 NLT 12:00 May 21, 2021.
Cancellations must be in NLT 12:00 May 24, 2021.
You are encouraged to use the Chapter Web Site to make reservations and meal selections:
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/MOAAFLCWC/Default.aspx
NOTE: We are required to conform to CDC and Country Club guidelines including wearing of masks when not at
your tables and social distancing.

Menu:
Hot: Tomato Bisque Soup: Pork Tenderloin, Mashed potatoes w/gravy, & glazed carrots, Includes Rolls, Iced Tea &
Coffee. Ice Cream Sundae for dessert.

Cold: Tomato Bisque Soup, Cobb Salad (Chopped mixed greens topped w/turkey, bacon, tomato, egg, bleu cheese,
and avocado). Served with homemade ranch dressing. Includes, Rolls, Iced Tea & Coffee. Ice Cream Sundae for
Dessert.

LUNCHEON SPEAKER INFO
The May luncheon speaker is Renée Brunelle
Renée is the co-founder of Pathfinders Downsizing Solutions. She guides clients in the navigation of smoothly moving from one residence to another by “rightsizing” their entire home. Using the popular Marie Kondo approach of
Decluttering has been a key pillar to success. Renée guides clients on what to take, what to sell, and what to donate or trash.
Pathfinders was named after her late husband, Maj. Travis Brunelle, who was both an Army Ranger and a Green
Beret.
Renée has been an active part of the military community since marrying Travis in 1998 while he was stationed at
Hunter Army Airfield with the 1st Ranger Battalion in Savannah, Ga. They moved to Tallahassee, Fla., after Travis’
admission to Florida State University and its ROTC program. While there, Renee was instrumental in starting the
Yellow Ribbon Campaign at the Florida State Capitol, which is still in effect today.
Since moving to Tampa over 12 years ago, Renée has supported U.S. Central and U.S. Southern Commands, Special Operations Command Central, the 6th and 927th Wings at MacDill Air Force Base, and the Florida National
Guard. She continues to volunteer at MacDill AFB by working as one of board of directors with the 927th.

MOAA NEWS
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Bilirakis and Ruiz Introduce Jennifer Kepner HOPE Act to Help Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits Access Health
Care
Legislation honors Veteran Jennifer Kepner, who passed away from pancreatic cancer linked to her burn pits
exposure
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, Representatives Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and Raul Ruiz, M.D. (D-CA) announced the
introduction of H.R. 2432, the Jennifer Kepner Healthcare for Open-air burn-Pit Exposure (HOPE) Act, legislation
which would make Veterans exposed to burn pits eligible for VA health care. The bill is named after Veteran
Jennifer Kepner, a wife and mother who died from pancreatic cancer linked to her exposure to toxic burn pits
during her military service in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“I will never stop fighting to ensure our heroes who are sick as a result of their service-connected exposure to
toxins gain access to the benefits and care they’ve earned. I have been heartbroken to speak to Veterans who
are sick, and some of whom are literally dying while they wait for VA to recognize the link between their exposure
and illness. This is not a new problem, but it is one we must fix,” said Rep. Bilirakis. “This bill is a first step in
getting them critical healthcare services, and I will continue to push this measure and other legislative remedies
until this injustice is rectified.”
“Jennifer Kepner was a hero who fought for her fellow veterans exposed to toxic military burn pits while
courageously battling pancreatic cancer believed to be caused by burn pits exposure,” Dr. Ruiz said. “I am
humbled to announce the Jennifer Kepner HOPE Act in her memory. This legislation will help veterans who are
suffering from rare diseases, cancers, and respiratory illnesses due to their burn pit exposure get the care they
need by reducing their health care costs from the VA. Jennifer’s story has been my constant inspiration in this
fight to protect veterans and their families from the pain and suffering of burn pit exposure. Now, we are closer
than ever to realizing her vision of taking care of our heroes in uniform and saving veterans’ lives.”
During military operations in the Global War on Terror and the Gulf War, the military employed open-air burn pits
to burn garbage, medical waste, plastics, and other waste from military installations. At least 230 pits were
utilized in Iraq and Afghanistan, and many others were used across the world. The largest of these burn pits was
located at Balad Air Base, Iraq, and during its operation, was comprised of 10-acres of burning trash, 24-hours a
day, 365 days a year. The bill mirrors the approach taken by the Veterans’ Health Care, Training, and Small
Business Loan Act of 1981, which gave Vietnam Veterans exposed to Agent Orange low-cost health care before
providing veterans with free health care and benefits.
Letter to SECDEF Warns Against TRICARE Fee Hikes, Medical Billet Cuts

The Military Coalition (TMC), a group of military and veterans service organizations representing a combined 5.5
million-plus membership, urged DoD leadership in a March 8 letter to protect the military health system from
proposals that threaten the health care benefit, medical readiness, and the pipeline of uniformed health care
providers.
Click on: SECDEF

House Panel Tackles Growing Backlog of VA Compensation and Pension Exams
A March 23 House committee hearing addressed a critical VA exam backlog preventing hundreds of thousands
of veterans from receiving earned benefits during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Almost 350,000 veterans are awaiting their compensation and pension (C&P) exams, a figure that’s more than
tripled since early 2020.
Click on: VA

MOAA NEWS
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Surviving Spouse Corner: Focusing on Finances After Loss
The loss of a spouse has quite an impact. At first, you are busy dealing with grief and helping your family recover
from the loss. Eventually, though, you must focus your energy on finances. You have lost your financial partner.
our goal should be to live comfortably with as little financial stress as possible. Losing a spouse often means a
reduction in family income.
Click on: Finances

Advance Care Planning and Making Health Care Decisions
There is no one way to get started with Advance Care Planning, which is a process of making decisions about:
• What treatments you would or would not want if you were ill or injured and were not able to make those
decisions for yourself
• Who you want to make those decisions for you
Click on: Decisions
Help MOAA Fix the TRICARE Young Adult Coverage Gap
MOAA continues efforts to build support for The Health Care Fairness for Military Families Act of 2021 (H.R. 475),
introduced by Reps. Elaine Luria (D-Va.) and Michael Waltz (R-Fla.). This bipartisan bill would expand TRICARE
eligibility to young adult dependents up to age 26, bringing TRICARE in line with commercial plan requirements.
Contact Your Representative Today !
Click on: GAP
Young Military Families Frequent Food Banks. Enough Is Enough
If you have commanded a unit with large populations of junior enlisted, you are familiar with the financial
challenges and food insecurity faced by some of these servicemembers and their families.
Click on: Families

May Photos

Diana Wall, LT Gary Williams, Diana Borders

COL Michael Borders, BG Jeff Doll, COL Dave Apt

LT Gary Williams speaks about the Gulf of Tonkin
incident

BG Jeff Doll presents MOAA Certificate of
Appreciation to LT Gary Williams for his talk on the
Gulf of Tonkin incident

COL Michael Borders, President of Florida Council
of Chapters discusses MOAA events

LTC Steve Hodges tells the chapter the results from
the MOAA/MOWW Golf Tournament
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SALUTING OUR FINE PATRIOTIC ADVERTISERS

You are encouraged to patronize our patriotic advertisers and to be sure to mention you are an
MOAA member. Please bring a copy of the advertisement and show it to the manager. Also
encourage your friends and family to patronize them and to let them know you suggested it.
Please send a testimonial about the establishment to the Drumbeat Editor at
jim_souders@hotmail.com to be included in the Drumbeat and show appreciation for their
support.

https://www.paljoeyspizza.com/
Clearwater Perkins Restaurant welcomes you to come and
enjoy a meal, open 24-7. Perkins Restaurant is located at
2626 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd, Clearwater, FL-PH-727-799-2019.
Stop by for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Wine and beer
available upon request

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html
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Clearwater Chapter MOAA
MOAACLW@gamail.com

www.clearwatermoaa.org
7

