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Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues,
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Our lineupwhere
for speakers
resumeA inDIFFERENCE!
September is as follows;
September – Homeland Security Representative
October – Deanna Bennet, a member of our chapter and author of four books will
speak European immigration.
November – Congressman Gus Bilirakis is scheduled
December – Gary Williams will present on our celebration of Pearl Harbor Day.
We have a great lineup for you when we return from the summer break. Enjoy the
summer and see you all in September.
Together we are “One Powerful Voice”, Still Serving! Hooah!

Jeff Doll
The Drumbeat is published by the Clearwater Chapter which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan. The advertisements that appear in this publication also do not reflect an endorsement
by MOAA.
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CHAPTER NEWS
LUNCHEON NEWS

No July Luncheon
MOAA NEWS
Inside the Biden Budget: Details on Pay Raise, TRICARE Fees, and More
The Biden administration released the full version of its FY 2022 budget proposal to Congress on May 28, and MOAA’s
government relations team has been hard at work analyzing the 1,000-page proposal to understand what successes can be
hallmarked and what potential threats need to be addressed in the upcoming budget cycle.
The top-line figures of the full version are mostly in line with the so-called “skinny budget” the president released April 9, -- a
proposed 1.7% increase in overall DoD funding and a 10% increase, a significant uptick, in VA spending compared with last
year’s enacted levels.
Click on: Budget
Here’s How the House and Senate Toxic Exposure Reform Bills Stack Up

Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) introOverdue Support for Troops
lowed a day later by the introducto Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act of 2021 by Rep. Mark Takano (D-Calif.).

duced the Comprehensive and
(COST) of War Act of 2021, foltion of the Honoring our Promise

Both omnibus bills reflect the work of MOAA, notably our grassroots outreach, as well as efforts from other veterans service
organizations (VSOs). The legislation includes both bills supported by MOAA’s Advocacy in Action campaign, along with many
other MOAA-backed positions.
Click on: Toxic Exposure

MOAA NEWS
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VA Will Soon Begin Processing Claims for 3 New Agent Orange Illnesses
According to VA Secretary Denis McDonough, the department in coming weeks will issue a policy to implement a law that
added bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism -- or Parkinson's-like symptoms -- to the list of conditions
considered linked to Agent Orange exposure.
Click on: Agent Orange
Congressman Bilirakis To Hold Virtual Military Consumer Protection Forum
Congressman Gus Bilirakis Invites You to a Virtual Military Consumer Protection Forum
Wednesday, July 7, 2021 at 2:30PM
Link: https://ushr.zoomgov.com/j/1614185795?pwd=MzhQeStqeTVFTVpNc1RnOXdPbXlhQT09
Meeting ID: 161 418 5795 Passcode: 466351
July is Military Consumer Month, a joint initiative to empower active duty and retired service members, military families,
veterans, and civilians in the military community.
Join me to learn about resources to protect yourself against fraud and make better-informed decisions when managing your
money.
Members In Distress
Please notify Chapter President Jeff Doll BG USA Ret if you become aware of a member, spouse or surviving spouse who is in
distress (ill, suffering from stroke, heart attack or other adverse situation).
Jeff may be contacted at: jeffaadoll@yahoo.com

MOAA NEWS
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Budget Funds Arlington Cemetery Expansion, Won’t Fix Eligibility Concerns
The $715 billion DoD budget released by the White House last month includes $228 million for Arlington National Cemetery
(ANC), a $146 million year-over-year increase thanks in large part to $141 million in support of ANC’s southern expansion.
However, this project (and the funds behind it) do not represent a permanent fix, and plans to address these concerns still call
for unfair, unjust rule changes that could affect the end-of-life plans for now-eligible 20-year retirees.
Click on: Arlington
Does the Budget Threaten a Key TRICARE Improvement?

The DoD budget request, released as part of the administration’s budget proposal to Congress on May 28, includes some
limited details on TRICARE utilization trends. MOAA is concerned the budget narrative related to civilian urgent care use may
indicate a potential threat to referral-free urgent care for TRICARE Prime beneficiaries.
The request cites rising private-sector urgent care utilization as a factor in the department’s TRICARE cost increases. This could
serve as an early warning sign toward targeting referral-free urgent care in future cost savings efforts; such a move would
represent a significant step backward for beneficiaries’ access to timely, appropriate care.
Click on: Tricare
DoD Announces ID Card Extensions for Retirees, Dependents
DoD announced the further extension of certain expired retiree and dependent identification cards in a June 7 news release.
The previous extension was scheduled to end June 30. Now, all ID cards with expiration dates between Jan. 1, 2020, and July
31, 2021, will be extended as described below:

•
•

Through Aug. 31, 2021, for all Foreign Affiliates and their dependents.
Through Oct. 31, 2021, for active duty dependents, as well as Reserve and Guard servicemembers and their dependents.
Through Jan. 31, 2022, for retirees, their dependents, and all other Uniformed Services ID (USID) beneficiaries.

Click on: ID Cards
Will ‘BRAC for VA’ Lead to Hospital Closures, or More Clinics?
The Defense Department’s past base closure rounds have proven complicated and contentious for lawmakers, especially in
communities that lost military bases and the economic benefits that come with them.
Now, federal officials are about to see if a BRAC for the Department of Veterans Affairs will prove just as controversial.
Click on: Closures
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Hurricane Season Is Here
Hurricane season is here. Be sure you and your family are prepared.
Hurricane Safety Checklists
The most important thing you can do as hurricane season approaches is to get yourself, your family and your home prepared.
By starting early, you’ll avoid the rush at home supply stores, grocery stores and other venues typically crowded and often
chaotic when hurricane watches and warnings are issued.
You should stock six basics for your home: water, food, first aid supplies, clothing and bedding, tools and emergency supplies,
and special items. Keep the items you would most likely need during an evacuation in an easy-to carry container. Possible
containers include a large, covered trash container, a camping backpack, or a duffle bag.
Make your preparations easier by downloading the checklists included with each category and use them as you shop and store
your supplies.
Click on: Food and Water Click on: First Aid and Nonprescription Drugs Click on: Tools and Supplies
Click on: Sanitation and Clothing Click on: Special Items Click on: Possessions and Documents
Photos

Jeff Doll BG USA Ret and Gary Williams Former USN
LT At Veterans Memorial Park in Safety Harbor
Memorial Day TAPS Across America event.

Largo Memorial Day Event

Bob Behm LTC USA Ret and Steve Hodges LTC USA Ret
At Largo Memorial Day Event

SALUTING OUR FINE PATRIOTIC ADVERTISERS

You are encouraged to patronize our patriotic advertisers and to be sure to mention you are an
MOAA member. Please bring a copy of the advertisement and show it to the manager. Also
encourage your friends and family to patronize them and to let them know you suggested it.
Please send a testimonial about the establishment to the Drumbeat Editor at
jim_souders@hotmail.com to be included in the Drumbeat and show appreciation for their
support.

https://www.paljoeyspizza.com/
Clearwater Perkins Restaurant welcomes you to come and
enjoy a meal, open 24-7. Perkins Restaurant is located at
2626 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd, Clearwater, FL-PH-727-799-2019.
Stop by for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Wine and beer
available upon request

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html
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