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Ladies and Gentlemen;
I would like to thank all those members who made it to the General
Thanks
to the nearly
50 members
and guests
attended
our Spring
Season
Membership
Luncheon
on Wednesday
24who
March.
We had
a great
Ending
BBQ
presentation by Bob Behm (Surviving Spouse) on actions to take to set up
lunch
event
24th. Your
continued
loyal participation
possible to If
families
toon
beMay
prepared
for when
a transition
happensmakes
in the ithousehold.
lineup
engaging
and
enlightening
speakers.
A
big
thanks
to
Navy
Captain
you would like information on his presentation please contact Bob (Ret)
at
Jim Facinelli, Senior Naval Science Instructor, Dunedin HS JROTC and Cadet LawRobert.behm23@gmail.com.
rence
Judd for their in-depth presentation of their award-winning program. Also,
thanks
one
of oureach
own,year
Monty
Stokes,
whoconducts
provided aa mission
overview oftothe
As youtoall
know,
our
Chapter
Golf tournament
Veterans
Affairs
Inspector
General’s
Office
located
at
Bay
Pines
Medical
Centerbe
support six local Junior ROTC programs in our area. We will once again
and answered questions from the membership.
hosting this event for 2021. Board Officer Steve Hodges is seeking
Reminder: Our luncheon program will restart on September 28th. Be on the lookcontributions from our members in support of this event. This is one of the
out in our August Drumbeat for speaker and event information.
Chapters key fundraising events. I hope you all can make a contribution in
The chapter held its annual Charity Golf Event on May 19th at Eastlake Woodlands
support of our efforts. Steve will also accept pledges from members and
Country Club. We had 39 players from all over the local area including the chaptake
atCoast
our next
luncheon.
YouVietnam
may also
mail your
contribution
ter,
thepayment
Clearwater
Guard
Air Station,
Veterans
of America,
and to
the
following
address:
Eastlake Woodlands Country Club. A great day was had by ALL and approximately
$2400
was
raised for our
charitable
fund that
both Clearwater
and DunMOWW
Clearwater,
4556
Great Lakes
Dr.supports
So., Clearwater,
FL 33762.
edin HS JROTC programs, Honor Flight, and the Clearwater Veterans Mall. Thanks
reminder
that at
nextand
luncheon
on 28Bob
AprilBehm,
we will
haveApt and
toAJim
Patrick to
forall
leading
thisour
effort,
Norm Belson,
Shirley
Congressmen
Gus Bilirakis
scheduled
to speak
to our chapter.
Don’tevent.
want to
new
member, Howard
McLymont
for volunteering
to support
this important
missa this
opportunity.
Hope
you
can all make
out to take
in thenot play.
Also,
BIG THANKS
to those
who
contributed
funds,it though
they could
For
those membersmessage.
departing the area over the summer, we wish you safe travels
Congressmen’s
and
look the
forward
to yourfull
return
this fall. The
board
will on
continue
to meet monthly
Lastly,
chapters
membership
took
a vote
the proposed
Bylaws
over the summer and we will continue to produce the Drumbeat as well as update
that were presented to all members of the organization. The General memour website with important information for all.
bership unanimously approved the new Baylaws. We will place them on our
Again, thanks to ALL of you who continue to SERVE our VETERANS and the COMWebsite so that all may have access as desired.
MUNITIES where we live, and in MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
Together we are “One Powerful Voice”, Still Serving! Hooah!
Jeff Doll

Clearwater Chapter
MOAA Membership
Total Members
Regular
Spouses
Surviving Spouses
Total

55
29
12
96

The Drumbeat is published by the Clearwater Chapter which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan. The advertisements that appear in this publication also do not reflect an endorsement
by MOAA.
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CHAPTER NEWS
LUNCHEON NEWS
Wednesday April 28 Luncheon
Join us for Lunch at the Clearwater Country Club; 525 N Betty Lane, Clearwater. Directions: from Drew Street turn
North it’ll be the last right turn before the railroad tracks, from Palmetto Street turn South it’ll be the first left after the
tracks. COST: $20 per person. Please make check payable to Clearwater Chapter MOAA . Meal selections (if reservation is NOT made 0n-line) are to be made by calling Jane Belson: (727) 535-9151 NLT 12:00 Apr 26, 2021.
Cancellations must be in NLT 12:00 Apr 26, 2021.
You are encouraged to use the Chapter Web Site to make reservations and meal selections:
http://moaafl.org/Chapters/MOAAFLCWC/Default.aspx
NOTE: We are required to conform to CDC and Country Club guidelines including wearing of masks when not at your
tables and social distancing.

Menu:
Hot: House Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Scalloped potatoes, Green Beans Almandine, Chef's Choice of Dessert, Includes rolls,
Ice Tea & Coffee.
Cold: Vegetable Soup, Par 3 Salad (Chicken Salad, Tuna Salad & Egg Salad Served over a bed of baby greens & accompanied
with fresh fruit & cottage cheese), Chef's Choice of Dessert, Includes rolls, Ice Tea & Coffee

LUNCHEON SPEAKER INFO
The April luncheon speaker is 12th Congressional District Representative Gus Bilirakis. He was first elected to Congress on
November 7, 2006. Gus serves on the Energy and Commerce Committee. He is the Ranking Member of Consumer Protection
& Commerce Subcommittee and a Member of the Health Subcommittee and Communications and Technology Subcommittee.
With 38 bills he authored signed into law since 2015, Congressman Bilirakis was recently designated as the Most Effective
Republican Lawmaker in the State of Florida by the Center for Effective Lawmaking at Vanderbilt University.
Working in a bipartisan manner, his main priorities include controlling government spending, creating jobs for middle class
Americans, finding ways for government to operate smaller and smarter, and lowering taxes. He is also committed to
strengthening homeland security, improving education, increasing access to quality health care, lowering the cost of
prescription drugs, protecting Veterans’ benefits, ensuring the long-term viability of Social Security and Medicare, and
improving emergency preparedness and response.

Representative Bilirakis is well known to MOAA as a champion for veterans’ issues.

MOAA NEWS
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There’s a New Sense of Urgency on Concurrent Receipt
Here’s How You Can Help:
Days after the Senate reintroduced the Major Richard Star Act with 45 cosponsors, Reps. Gus Bilirakis (R-Fla.) and Dr. Raul
Ruiz (D-Calif.) reintroduced the House’s version. H.R. 1282 would make incremental progress on the larger concurrent
receipt problem.
TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmakers to Support the Major Richard Star Act
Click on: Concurrent
VA Secretary: ‘Urgent’ Review Planned for Agent Orange Benefit Expansion
For tens of thousands of Vietnam veterans entitled to long-sought benefits connected to toxic exposure, recent statements
from VA Secretary Denis McDonough hold promise, but offer few specifics.
Click on: Orange
Your 2020 Taxes: Understanding the CARES Act
As 2020 clicked by, changes to the Tax Code probably weren’t top of mind for you. That is understandable. But, between the
SECURE Act and the CARES Act, there were significant changes to the Tax Code, and you’ll want to be aware of them when
you file your return this year and as you do your tax planning going forward.
Click on: Taxes

Lawmakers Want to Make All Vets, Some Caregivers Eligible for VA COVID-19 Vaccines
When Vietnam veteran Donald Snyder heard his local Department of Veterans Affairs hospital was offering coronavirus vaccines to vets 65 and older, he immediately called to make an appointment. But Snyder, who does not get health care
through the VA because he does not meet its eligibility criteria, was turned down. He was miffed.
"I understand the income [limits] to be eligible for veterans health care benefits, but the vaccine? The vaccine is free to all
Americans; we paid for it with our tax dollars. There's no reason a veteran shouldn't be able to get it at the VA," Snyder said.
Drumbeat Editor’s Note: I had the same issue, but finally got my vaccine at Bay Pines. My wife who was a USAF nurse during
the Vietnam war was also told she couldn’t get a vaccine because she made too much money! I too, am miffed, since we
were not asking for anything but the vaccine.
Click on; Vaccine
Changes Coming to Mailed Retiree Account Statements
For those retirees who still have a Retiree Account Statements (RAS) mailed to them, there will soon be some changes.
DFAS Retired & Annuitant Pay is working diligently to identify efficiencies that can speed up the processing of requests and
reduce costs.
Currently, if your account is set to hardcopy (mail), you receive a RAS in the mail each time there is a change to your account
to confirm that change, even if that means you are mailed more than one RAS during the month. We are eliminating the
generation of multiple mailed statements each month and all changes occurring within a month will reflect on your monthly
RAS.

Click on: Mail

MOAA NEWS
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.Educate Your Beneficiaries Before Your Final Paycheck - AOP and SBP
An unfortunate truth of life is that one day you will no longer be able to be present in your loved ones’ lives. In the event of your
demise, there are two ways you can make preparations to leave money behind from your military retirement for your loved
ones:
1. A final paycheck made to your designated beneficiary, knock as an Arrears of Pay (AOP). This final paycheck will be prorated
from the date of death to how many days are left in the calendar month.
2. The Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), which if chosen will pay out a monthly annuity. This plan must be opted into and paid into.
Click on: Final Pay
Retirees: You Can Now Upload Your SBP Election Change Form Online
As part of our work to modernize Retired & Annuitant Pay and make the processes easier for you, we added a convenient,
online upload tool for retirees for the DD2656-6 (Survivor Benefit Plan Election Change Certificate). Instead of mailing or faxing
your completed form, you can now upload it directly in a PDF through AskDFAS on the DFAS.mil website .
Click on: SBP Changes
Are You Ready for Required Minimum Distributions in 2021?
Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) pertain to retirement accounts, except for the Roth IRAs. The RMD is an obligation that
starts at specific ages to withdraw a minimum amount from the accounts so you must pay taxes. You can always withdraw
more if you wish. RMDs count as ordinary taxable income in the year withdrawn…
...If your 2021 RMD amount and the resulting tax bill causes you a bit of distress, consider this: You can donate some or all
your RMD to a charity to reduce your tax bite. This is known as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). QCDs are covered in
IRS Pub 590B also. The QCD-eligible age is 70½ or older…
Click on: RMD
FDACS Joins FTC, 38 States, and D.C. To Shut Down Massive Charity Fraud Telefunding Operation
Defendants placed more than 1.3 billion deceptive fundraising calls, most illegal robocalls, claiming to support veterans, children, firefighters
The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, along with the Federal Trade Commission and 46 agencies from
38 states and the District of Columbia, has stopped a massive telefunding operation that bombarded 67 million consumers
with 1.3 billion deceptive charitable fundraising calls, mostly illegal robocalls. The defendants collected more than $110 million
using their deceptive solicitations.
Click on: Fraud
Governor Signs Proclamation Honoring Florida’s Vietnam Veterans

Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed the annual Vietnam War Veterans Day in Florida Proclamation. One out of every
three veterans in Florida is a Vietnam-era veteran. March 29 is Vietnam War Veterans Day in Florida. Click on the
graphic above to view the proclamation.
Click on: Vietnam
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Help Extend TRICARE Benefits to Some ‘Gray Area’ Reserve Component Retirees

The TRICARE Fairness for National Guard and Reserve Retirees Act (S. 829), introduced by Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and the House companion bill (H.R. 1997), introduced by Reps. Bill Johnson (R-Ohio) and Dean
Phillips (D-Minn.) would ensure these “gray area” retirees who qualify for retirement pay before age 60 are eligible for the TRICARE retiree benefit. Under current law, gray area retirees who want TRICARE coverage must purchase TRICARE Retired Reserve (TRR), an expensive premium-based plan, even if they are receiving retired pay.
Click on: Support
MOAA Joins With Lawmakers, Advocates Seeking Improved Toxic Exposure Care
MOAA is standing shoulder to shoulder with the country’s most influential veterans service organizations to protect the health
care and benefits of generations of servicemembers who have been exposed to toxins.
The Toxic Exposures in the American Military (TEAM) Act was introduced March 23 by Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) and Sen. Maggie
Hassan (D-N.H.). Cory Titus, MOAA’s director of government relations for veteran benefits and Guard/Reserve affairs, was one
of seven VSO leaders to pledge support for the bill during a virtual press conference.
Click on: Exposure
Virtual ‘Wall of Faces,’ Honoring Vietnam War Sacrifice, Nears Completion
A project seeking faces to go with the more than 55,000 names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial is within 76 fallen servicemembers of completion.
Since its launch in 2009 as Faces Never Forgotten, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund’s Wall of Faces project offers a
searchable database of photos honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice. A VA.org blog post offered a list of the
76 remaining names (as of March 17) to mark National Vietnam War Veterans Day on March 29.
Click on: Faces

March Photos

LTC Bob Behm showing survivor’s critical
information manual

Sunset photos courtesy of LTC Dave Mason
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SALUTING OUR FINE PATRIOTIC ADVERTISERS

You are encouraged to patronize our patriotic advertisers and to be sure to mention you are an
MOAA member. Please bring a copy of the advertisement and show it to the manager. Also
encourage your friends and family to patronize them and to let them know you suggested it.
Please send a testimonial about the establishment to the Drumbeat Editor at
jim_souders@hotmail.com to be included in the Drumbeat and show appreciation for their
support.

https://www.paljoeyspizza.com/
Clearwater Perkins Restaurant welcomes you to come and
enjoy a meal, open 24-7. Perkins Restaurant is located at
2626 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd, Clearwater, FL-PH-727-799-2019.
Stop by for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Wine and beer
available upon request

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html
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Clearwater Chapter MOAA
MOAACLW@gamail.com

www.clearwatermoaa.org
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