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DRUMBEAT  

  
Board Meeting Feb 15  

Lunch Meeting Feb 22   

Board Meeting Mar 15  

Lunch Meeting Mar 29  

Board Meeting Apr 19 

Luncheon Meeting Apr26 

  

Lunch Meeting Apr 26 

Board Meeting May 17 

Lunch Meeting May  24 

 

 Clearwater Chapter  

MOAA Membership 

 
 

Total Members               76 

Regular                           44 

Spouses                          10  

Surviving Spouses          22 

Numbers reflect removal of  members 

failing to  pay 2022 dues 

    

  
The Drumbeat is published by the Clearwater Chapter which is an affiliate of the  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and 

councils are nonpartisan. The advertisements that appear in this publication also do 

not reflect an endorsement by MOAA.  

Join Clearwater Chapter MOAA - Click on: Application  

Contact your Senators and Representative — Click on: Take Action  

. 

 

       President’s Message for February 

 Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Welcome to February, time is moving right along. Most people think of February as 

the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day, A Day to honor our significant other with 

gifts to reaffirm our commitment to them. At our upcoming luncheon in February we 

will have a key note speaker who will be affirming a commitment to our Veterans 

who served in Iraq and Afghanistan. Should be an interesting presentation.  

At our January meeting we conducted our bi-annual election and installation of offic-

ers. We only had one new addition to the Board, which was CDR (Ret) Alan Davidson 

who assumed the Secretary position. I also want to thank Sandy Behm, who served 

for four years as our Chapter Secretary. Thank Alan and Sandy when you see them 

for stepping up and serving a critical role for our Chapter. 

Over the next two months we have two speakers that will give us a very broad range 

of interesting topics. In February LTC (Ret) Steve Udovich will be discussing the con-

struction of a first of its kind memorial to honor our Veterans who gave their lives in 

service during the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. The memorial is planned to be 

built here in Florida. In March, Major General (Ret) Mark Musick will be discussing 

his research and subsequent book about the life of the mysterious Howard Hughes. 

Mark has a very wild story about an alternative history of Mr. Hughes that I am sure 

will both entertain and intrigue. You don’t want to miss this one!  

As a reminder, it is time again for the payment of our annual Chapter Dues. The 

Chapter Dues remain the same for 2023 at $20 for membership and $15 for 

spouse members. If you have not already paid, you may pay at the February meeting 

or if you wish, you may send your dues payment to Jane Belson at 1824 Northwood 

Dr Clearwater, FL  33764-2462.   

Lastly, don’t forget that on 22 April we will be conducting our 5th annual Golf Tourna-

ment. This is our major yearly fund raiser that allows us to support our seven local 

JROTC schools. Each year we, in conjunction with MOWW conduct this tournament 

to provide the financial resources to allow these programs to thrive. If you are not 

participating in the golf scramble, be sure to bring your financial capability to the 

February meeting for a contribution to our noble cause.  

Our February meeting is scheduled for the 22nd at Noon at the Clearwater Country 

Club as normal. Lunch selections will be out in early February for you to select from 

and of course to RSVP.  

Happy Valentines, look forward to seeing you all at the 22 February luncheon.   

Together we are “One Powerful Voice”, Still Serving! Hooah! 

Jeff Doll 

https://moaafl.org/Chapters/MOAAFLCWC/Join.aspx
https://moaa.quorum.us/yourofficials
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      LUNCHEON NEWS  

Wednesday  February  22 

 

                                                                                       

Join us for Lunch at the Clearwater Country Club; 525 N Betty Lane, Clearwater.  Directions: going north 

from Drew Street it’ll be the last right turn before the railroad tracks, from Palmetto Street heading south it’ll 

be the first left after the tracks.  CCC phone: (727) 446-9501. Luncheon check-in starts 11:15, program at 

noon.  Meal selections  

(if reservation is NOT made 0n-line) are to be made by calling Jane Belson: (727) 535-9151 NLT 12:00  

Feb 20, 2023. Cancellations must be in NLT 12:00 Feb 17, 2023.  

 Please have check ready in the NEW amount of $22.00 per person before arrival!    

You are encouraged to use the Chapter Web Site to make reservations and meal selections:  

http://moaafl.org/Chapters/MOAAFLCWC/Default.aspx  

Menu:  Please note there will be no hot meal in February. 

Option One: Clearwater Country Club Salad - Seasoned grilled chicken, draped over mixed greens, with walnuts, mandarin 

oranges, and dried cranberries, Served with raspberry vinaigrette dressing. 

  

Option Two: Par3 Salad—Egg Salad, Tuna Salad and Potato Salad served over a bed of baby greens, accompanied with fresh 

fruit & cottage cheese.  

  

Meals will be accompanied with rolls and butter and chef's choice of dessert. 

The Beverage Station will be available throughout the luncheon 

 

 February Speaker  Lt. Col. Steve Udovich, USA (Ret)  

 

A “second-generation” American he was raised in Pennsylvania and received his Bachelor of Science Degree fom Penn 

State in 1984.  Steve was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry, Regular Army, in May of 1984 and spent the next 10 

years serving as an active duty Army Officer.  His assignments included service with The Presidential Honor Guard, 3rd Infan-

try Regiment, (The Old Guard), in Washington, DC, The 9th Infantry Regiment, (Manchu), on the Demilitarized Zone in South 

Korea, the 8th Infantry Regiment (Mechanized) in Mainz, Germany, and duty as an Assistant Professor of Military Science at 

the University of Pennsylvania.  Prior to his departure from active duty in 1995, he completed a Master of Science Degree at 

the University of Pennsylvania. He is a graduate of the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, U.S. Army Airborne Course, U.S. 

Army Ranger School, and the Army Command and General Staff College.  
 

Steve served 13 years with the National Guard with assignments including  Battalion Operations Officer, Battalion Executive 

Officer, and Brigade Logistics Officer. He served as an Advisor Team Commander in Iraq from October 2004 through October 

2005 earning both the Bronze Star and the Combat Infantry Badge.  Steve retired from the Army Reserve in 2007, and was  

employed as the Chief of Public Safety at Widener University School of Law in Wilmington Delaware, prior to becoming a 

private security consultant.  He devotes time to Veteran related service projects and is a Life Member of the VFW, American 

Legion, Disabled American Veterans, and the U.S. Army Ranger Association.  In 2006 he founded  Warrior Weekend, a  

program for wounded service members .  During his five years with the program, he raised an average of $50,000 a year in 

cash and donated services, and supervised 36 weekend R&R trips for service members recovering from wounds at Walter 

Reed Hospital.  The program continues today under the name Warrior Weekend Corporation, and operates via the same 

model he established as its founder.   

 

Steve has appeared on local television and radio in the Philadelphia area, and has been published in both professional  

journals and local newspapers.  His latest effort is aimed at establishing a monument to honor the 355 Floridians killed in  

Iraq and Afghanistan.  He established a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization called the Iraq and Afghanistan War Memorial 

Foundation, and is leading an effort to place the monument in the Veterans Park of the City of Port Saint Lucie, FL.  Once the 

monument is established in Florida, his plan is to duplicate the effort in other states, (same design with state specific 

names).     
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MOAA NEWS  

VA Will Pay for All Emergency Mental Health Care Under New Policy 

All veterans will be able to access emergency mental health care free of charge at any Veterans Affairs medical facility or out-

side clinic, regardless of whether they are already enrolled in department health care services.  

Department officials announced the new policy  as part of nationwide efforts to prevent suicide among veterans. According to 

the latest department data, about 17 veterans a day die by suicide.  

Click on: Mental Health 

Debt Ceiling Drama Could Threaten Your Service-Earned Benefits 

If history repeats itself, Congress will not act until the 11th hour, leading to a chaotic few months for everyone with connec-

tions to the federal government, including servicemembers, veterans, and the wider military community. This could include 

threatened cuts across the board, including pay and benefits from DoD and the VA.  

Click on: Debt Ceiling 

‘Widows Tax’ Will Be Completely Gone as of Feb. 1 Benefit Checks 

Feb. 1 benefits checks won’t have the so-called “widow's tax” reducing income for the surviving spouses of military retirees 

who participate in two programs. MOAA has fought for years to get this discriminatory law changed so that widows of service 

members get the income they deserve. 

Click on: Widows Tax 

Thousands More Pharmacies Rejoin the TRICARE Network. Are There Enough? 

Nearly a third of the independent pharmacies that were dropped from the Tricare retail pharmacy network in October have 

opted to rejoin the network, according to officials from Express Scripts, which manages the prescription plan.  

Click on: Pharmacies  

Protect Yourself From These 5 Common Fraud Schemes 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) received 2.8 million fraud reports in 2021, a 70% increase over the prior year. The FBI 

received almost 850,000 complaints of suspected cybercrime last year. And veterans make tempting targets. 

Schemes are: 1) Online Purchase Scams; 2) Imposter Scams; 3) Romance Scams; 4) Unexpected or Misdirected Chat;  

5) Stock Manipulation Scams 

S C A M  S I M I L A R I T I E S  

While some scams are seasonal and correspond to the holidays or income tax filing deadlines, there are some common char-

acteristics of all these schemes: Fraudsters impersonate a credible source, they come out of the blue and are difficult to veri-

fy, they use high-pressure tactics to get you to act quickly yet claim there’s little or no risk, they demand secrecy, and ask for 

payment in crypto or gift cards. 

Click on: Scams 

 

https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/01/06/calls-to-veterans-suicide-hotline-spiked-over-new-years-holiday/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2022/09/19/veterans-suicides-drop-to-lowest-rate-since-2006/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/va-will-pay-for-all-emergency-mental-health-care-under-new-policy/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/advocacy/debt-ceiling-drama-could-threaten-your-service-earned-benefits/
http://www.military.com/spouse
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/finance/widows-tax-will-be-completely-gone-as-of-feb.-1-benefit-checks/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/military-benefits/health-care/2022/10/21/is-your-pharmacy-leaving-the-tricare-network-in-a-few-days/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/thousands-more-pharmacies-rejoin-the-tricare-network.-are-there-enough/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/02/new-data-shows-ftc-received-28-million-fraud-reports-consumers-2021-0
https://www.hsdl.org/c/2021-internet-crime-report/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/how-scammers-are-targeting-veterans-eligible-for-new-pact-act-benefits/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/finance/protect-yourself-from-these-5-common-fraud-schemes/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/thousands-more-pharmacies-rejoin-the-tricare-network.-are-there-enough/
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Chapter News 

 

Important Information 
 

Please note the link at the below which takes you to the MOAA Action Center where you will find information about your  

Senators and your Representative enabling you to support MOAA in their efforts to support issues critical to our military and 

veterans. The link may also be found at the bottom of page one (Bold Red font) along with a link to the form (both online and 

mail-in) for joining the Clearwater Chapter of MOAA. 

  

Contact your Senators and Representative — Click on: Take Action 

 

Help protect TRICARE for LIFE from proposed budget cuts 
 

A biennial report from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) takes aim at TRICARE For Life (TFL), offering two proposals 

among its options to cut the deficit that would significantly increase costs for seniors using the TFL benefit. 

 

Click on: [TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmaker to Protect TRICARE For Life  

 

2023 MEDICARE Changes Are Very  Confusing 
 

2023 changes to Medicare are very confusing. The article linked below seeks to explain the changes in an article entitled 

“What is IRMAA, and What Does It Mean for My Medicare Premium?”: 

 

Click on: IRMAA 

 

TRICARE Receiving Prescriptions By Mail Must Now Confirm Refills Before They Will Be Shipped 
 

 Tricare users who receive prescriptions by mail now need to confirm their refills before they are sent, a change that could 

cause disruptions for millions of beneficiaries if they don’t immediately respond to the confirmation messages and take the 

needed steps.  

Express Scripts, Tricare's pharmacy benefits manager, let patients know in December that the Tricare Mail Order Pharmacy 

Program would stop sending refills automatically without any confirmation. 

 

Click on: REFILLS 

 

Chapter Officers Elected And Installed At January Luncheon 

 

Pres - Jeff Doll; First VP - Gary Williams; Second VP/Membership Chair - Rob Risberg; Treasurer - Jane Belson; 

Assistant Membership - Pat Hughes; Secretary - Alan Davidson; Drumbeat Editor - Jim Souders;  

Legislative Liaison - Dave Apt; ROTC Scholarship - Steve Hodges; Spouse/Surviving Spouse Liaison - Bob Behm 

 

They are available to serve you, the members. 

 

Little Known VA Benefit 

 

 Veterans Affairs officials want to remind vets that some department benefits extend not only for the rest of their lives, but 

also after they pass away. 

Only about 20% of veterans who died last year were buried free of charge in department or state-run veterans cemeteries. 

Less than half of individuals eligible for some type of burial or gravesite financial assistance took advantage of the benefit. 

 

Click on: VA BENEFIT 

https://moaa.quorum.us/yourofficials
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/congressional-report-aims-to-cut-deficit,-but-may-cost-retirees-thousands/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/44139/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/finance/what-is-irmaa,-and-what-does-it-mean-for-my-medicare-premium/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=4oj5wynsfTQAMHJh1eJHNA==+FL+AFHR
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/finance/what-is-irmaa,-and-what-does-it-mean-for-my-medicare-premium/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=4oj5wynsfTQAMHJh1eJHNA==+FL+A
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/12/14/youre-going-have-reconfirm-tricare-mail-order-refills-starting-jan-1.html
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/tricare-mail-order-pharmacy-instructions.html
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/tricare-mail-order-pharmacy-instructions.html
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/millions-of-tricare-users-must-approve-mail-order-refills-starting-now/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_con
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/01/24/white-house-names-latest-pick-to-lead-veterans-benefits-operations/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2022/05/23/veterans-cemeteries-will-be-fully-open-to-visitors-this-memorial-day/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/va-officials-work-to-raise-awareness-of-cemetery,-burial-services/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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MARCH LUNCHEON SPEAKER 
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LUNCHEON PHOTOS 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2023 

(L-R) PAT HUGHES, MAJ JIM SOUDERS, 

LTC ROBERT BEHM, LTC STEVE  

HODGES, COL DAVE APT, JANE BELSON, 

LT GARY WILLIAMS, BG JEFFREY DOLL, 

COL ROB RISBERG(ABSENT), 

CDR ALAN DAVIDSON(ABSENT) 

INSTALLATION OFFICER LTC ROGER 

TROUT 

Steve Hodges gives 

update on 2023 Golf 

tournament to  

support Pinellas 

County High School 

JROTC programs 

Jeff Doll presents Certificate of Appreciation to February speaker, former 

member of British Para Rescue Service, Les Cooper. 

Bob Behm gives Benediction at January Luncheon 
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SALUTING OUR FINE PATRIOTIC ADVERTISERS https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-

blvd.html Clearwater Perkins Restaurant welcomes you to come and enjoy a meal, open 24-7. Perkins Restaurant is located 

at 2626 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd, Clearwater, FL-PH-727-799-2019. Stop by for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Wine and beer available 

upon request You are encouraged to patronize our patriotic advertisers and to be sure to mention you are an MOAA member. 

Please bring a copy of the advertisement and show it to the manager. Also encourage your friends and family to patronize 

them and to let them know you suggested it to be included in the Drumbeat and show appreciation for their support. Please 

note ALL links (advertisers with links in color and others) are “Hot” and will take you to  

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html 

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html
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www.clearwatermoaa.org 

 

Clearwater Chapter MOAA 

3 Villa Ct 

Safety Harbor, FL 34695 


