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DRUMBEAT  

  
Board Meeting Dec 21 

Lunch Meeting Dec 6 * 

Board Meeting Jan 18 

Lunch Meeting Jan 25 

Board Meeting Feb 15  

Luncheon Meeting  

  

Lunch Meeting Feb 22   

Board Meeting Mar 22  

Lunch Meeting Mar 29  

 

 Clearwater Chapter  

MOAA Membership 

 
 

Total Members               79 

Regular                           45 

Spouses                          10  

Surviving Spouses          24 

Numbers reflect removal of  member 

failing to  pay 2022 dues 

    

  
 

The Drumbeat is published by the Clearwater Chapter which is an affiliate of the  

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and 

councils are nonpartisan. The advertisements that appear in this publication also do 

not reflect an endorsement by MOAA.  

. 

 

       President’s Message for December 

 Ladies and Gentlemen: 

As we come up to the end of 2022, I want to wish you all a happy holi-

day season. All the best to you and your family as we close out this 

year.  

We just had Nicole impacting our area and I want to remind you all of 

the MOAA  Crisis Relief Fund that is available to Veterans. Any Veteran 

can receive a monetary Grant from the MOAA Foundation at The 

MOAA Foundation Crisis Relief Fund  to assist with impacts due to 

natural disasters.   

Lastly as a reminder the December luncheon will be held in conjunc-

tion with MOWW and will be held at the Dunedin Country Club located 

at 1050 Palm Boulevard,  

Dunedin, Florida. The December event is as normal our remembrance 

of the Attack on Pearle Harbor. The date will be 6 December at 1200 

hours. The reason for the movement of the day was due to a club 

booking that was not changeable, so MOWW had to move the date to 

December 6th.  

Hope to see you all the Pearl Harbor Celebration in Dunedin.  

Together we are “One Powerful Voice”, Still Serving! Hooah! 

Jeff Doll 

  

 

 

 

* Pearl Harbor Day at Dunedin Golf Club Note date is Dec 6 and NOT Dec 7 

https://www.moaa.org/crisisreliefgrant
https://www.moaa.org/crisisreliefgrant
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      LUNCHEON NEWS  

                                                                                      Pearl Harbor Day Luncheon  (Tuesday 6 December) 

 

 

Join us for Lunch at the Dunedin Golf Club, 1050 Palm Blvd, Dunedin, FL.  

Reservations REQUIRED: RSVP to  COL(R) BK Smith at: SmithBK@comcast.net  no later than THURSDAY,  

1 DECEMBER. Cancellations must be sent to  SmithBK@comcast.net prior to 1 DECEMBER. NOTE: Menus option must be 

included with RSVP. 

TIME:  1200 hours. Social gathering and sign in begins at 1130 hours 

Cost $22.00 per person payable at the door by cash or check.  Checks must be made payable to: Clearwater Chapter 
MOWW 

  

MENU: 

Option 1 Tossed salad with choice of dressing; roast sirloin of beef with roasted red skin potatoes and fresh vegetable med-

ley 

 

Option 2 Citrus glazed salmon with roasted red skin potatoes and fresh vegetable medley 

 Rolls, butter, and beverage included with both options 

  

Desert Peppermint ice cream with hot fudge sauce 

 

Speaker 

The Pearl Harbor Day Luncheon speaker will be Gary Williams. Gary attended  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) on a 

Navy ROTC scholarship and graduated and was commissioned in 1965. He served as: Auxiliaries Officer in the Engineering 

Dept. on an Aircraft Carrier. Communications Off. on a Destroyer and Executive Off. on an Ocean Minesweeper. He left the 

Navy as a LT. in 1970 and received an MBA from The Wharton School. After working as a commercial real estate broker in 

Northern CA he became a permanent FL resident 3 years ago.  

He is an avid reader and student of military history, and the theme of his talk will be “Patriotism; Then and Now”. He will 

describe in detail the stories of two true patriots and their roles in what transpired 81 years ago at Pearl Harbor. 

mailto:SmithBK@comcast.net
mailto:SmithBK@comcast.net
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MOAA NEWS  

VA Merges White House Hotline With Main Call Center 

The VA merged the White House Hotline with the department’s toll-free information line, 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411), 

on Nov. 3, providing veterans with a single access point for VA health care, benefits, and services, and for resolving their  

concerns.  

 

Click on: Hotline 

 

‘The Wall’ Turns 40: Reflections on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

 

It has been 40 years since the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was constructed on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The 

dedication was held on Nov. 13, 1982. However, the gratitude the Wall elicited from Col. Pete Peterson Jr., USA (Ret), remains 

as powerful today as it was when he first laid eyes on it in the mid-1980s. 

Click on: The Wall 

Can ‘Step Therapy’ Give You the Treatment You Need? 

An approach called “step therapy” requires patients to try less expensive medications before “stepping up” to more expensive 

options. 

  

Step therapy policies are intended to direct medical providers and patients — who may not have visibility on prescription drug 

prices — to the most cost-effective treatments.  

Click on: Step Therapy  

What Questions Will the VA’s New Toxic Exposure Screening Ask? 

The Department of Veterans Affairs announced last month that it would screen all its patients for possible exposure to envi-

ronmental hazards during military service, part of an effort to understand the scope of the issue and monitor veterans for 

related illnesses. 

  

But what exactly does this process look like? VA officials said the 5-minute screening, a series of questions by a veteran's 

primary care physician, will help the department "enhance the benefits for veterans already in the system." 

 

Click on: Screening 

 Here Are Your 2022 Holiday Mail Deadlines 

 

Whether you’re sending holiday cheer across the state or around the world, you’ll want to make sure it arrives on time. See 

below for a list of U.S. Postal Service deadlines for holiday mail, including packages heading to overseas military recipients. 

  

Remember, MOAA Premium and Life members can save on shipping with UPS. 

 

Click on: Mail Deadlines 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/va-merges-white-house-hotline-with-main-call-center/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/the-wall-turns-40-reflections-on-the-vietnam-veterans-memorial/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/can-step-therapy-give-you-the-treatment-you-need/
http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/what-questions-will-the-vas-new-toxic-exposure-screening-ask/
https://www.usps.com/holiday/holiday-shipping-dates.htm
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/here-are-your-2022-holiday-mail-deadlines/
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Chapter News 

 

Interesting Article About Veterans 

Not all veterans are combat veterans, have PTSD, are drug addicted, homeless or vote for a single party. What Americans are 

getting wrong about veterans is explained in this interesting article linked below. 

Click on: Veterans Explained  

 

New Law Would Make Major Changes to TRICARE Dental Program 

 

Uniformed services families plagued by access problems with the TRICARE Dental Program (TDP) may get relief – and more 

coverage choices – if a Senate provision is included in the final version of the FY 2023 National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA).  

 

Click on: TRICARE Dental 

 

Legislative Affairs 

 

In the aftermath of congressional redistricting in Florida, the Clearwater MOAA Chapter now resides in the FL 13th District 

(previously in FL 12th).  Legislative Affairs for the Clearwater MOAA Chapter has proactively established contact with  

Representative Elect Anna Paulina Luna’s staff shortly after she was announced as the FL 13th District winner, and anticipate 

an initial meeting our district’s new representative shortly after returning from her swearing in ceremony at the Nation’s  

Capital in early January 2023. 

Additionally, Clearwater MOAA Legislative Affairs will continue to support Representative Gus Bilirakis (FL 12th District) on both 

his Veterans Advisory Council and Chair his US Military Academy Nomination Selection Committee which will meet on  

18 November to select candidates entering the Academy in Spring 2023  

 

MOAA  Foundation Disaster Relief Fund 

 

Hurricane Ian devastated pars of Florida and was immediately followed by Hurricane Nicole which also impacted our area. The 

MOAA Crisis Relief Fund that is available to all Veterans impacted by natural disaster deemed a national emergency by their 

local City or State and are experiencing extreme financial hardship as a result of this crisis , NOT just hurricanes. The link be-

low is to the MOAA  Foundation website and provides necessary information and time frames for applications. 

 

Click on: MOAA Foundation 

 

Free Entrance to National Parks for Gold Star Families and Veterans 

 

A free lifetime Military Pass is available for Gold Star Families and US military veterans. A free annual Military Pass is available 

for current US military members and their dependents. The passes provide free access to more than 2,000 federal recreation 

areas, including national parks, wildlife refuges, and forests.  

 

Click on: Free Passes 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/military-veterans-misconceptions/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/advocacy/new-law-would-make-major-changes-to-tricare-dental-program/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=4oj5wynsfTQAMHJh1eJHNA==+FL+AF
https://www.moaa.org/crisisreliefgrant
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/veterans-and-gold-star-families-free-access.htm


5 

 

  Photos 

 

  

Chapter members Bob Behm with MOAA flag and Steve Hodges with 

MOWW  Flag at Largo Veterans Day Celebration 

Chapter members Bob Behm with MOAA flag, Dave Mason and 

Steve Hodges with MOWW  Flag at Largo Veterans Day  

Celebration 

MOWW Chaplain Nate Crawford at Largo Veterans 

Day Celebration. 

Steve Hodges representing Clearwater 

Chapter MOWW speaking at Largo  

Veterans Day Celebration. 

Bob Behm representing Clearwater 

Chapter MOAA speaking at Largo  

Veterans Day Celebration. 
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SALUTING OUR FINE PATRIOTIC ADVERTISERS https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-

blvd.html Clearwater Perkins Restaurant welcomes you to come and enjoy a meal, open 24-7. Perkins Restaurant is located 

at 2626 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd, Clearwater, FL-PH-727-799-2019. Stop by for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Wine and beer available 

upon request You are encouraged to patronize our patriotic advertisers and to be sure to mention you are an MOAA member. 

Please bring a copy of the advertisement and show it to the manager. Also encourage your friends and family to patronize 

them and to let them know you suggested it to be included in the Drumbeat and show appreciation for their support. Please 

note ALL links (advertisers with links in color and others) are “Hot” and will take you to  

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html 

https://stores.perkinsrestaurants.com/us/fl/clearwater/2626-gulf-to-bay-blvd.html
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www.clearwatermoaa.org 
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